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Whoſe Faith follow, conſidering the end | 9 
_ of their converſation. Heb. 13. 7. li 


—_— 


— : 
—————— _ 


. LONDON | jt 
Printed for Francis Tyton at the thre 
 Daggers1 in Fleetſtreet. 1673. 


A 
= 
t 
"3 
Y 
as; " 
I 


- hand we Ao une wats: —— 


on IN 
a 
Ces, 
At Gar um 
" In 


_— OE 


dhabad86ba6886558 
? TM 


—_—— OE 


TO THE 


READER: 


IR EIN 
. 


» W-7 % 


bo 
. 
" ——_— 
a—— 
. 
* T7 
; We." 


He Verity and Reality of Re-. / 
ligion 7s Exemplified in the : 

> Lives of holy men. Whoever will 2 
© pleaſe to peruſe the following Narrative © 
. without prejudice, Two things will 
1 Z appear with great evidence unto him 3 
,-the one is, that this Perſon, whoſe Life 

-- and Death are here faithfully: reported, 1 

- did both in his Life and Death firmly 

A 3 believe 
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To the Reader. 


Selieve Religion to be a Real thing, 
ard lived and died as beliewing it to be 
oft Real : The other 3s, that there 
was ſome other Principle (what ever 


it” was) that carried hint beyond the- 


common principles of Humanity, and 
the higheſt Attaiuments.» of the moſt 
Refined Morality. Both which, if 
duly conſidered, will plainly Demon- 
ſtrate, firſt, that Religion is not a meer 
; piece of Hypocrilie or az empty ſhew 

.withont ſ thftance:; when as, it is evi- 
;' dent that ſome have believed it to be 
4 Real Thing, and lived and died 
4 believing'it to be ſo... Secondly, this 
alſo will appear, that there is a Su- 
perior Principle..C beſides thoſe com 
mon Principles which are- left. in Hu: 
mane Nature, . and thoſe Improvements 


which Morality -may advance. men 


unto.) that hath aifed ſome Perſons. 
Both theſe Conſe -derations _ rut the 
<Y ' Verity 
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To the Reader. 


| Verity and Reality of Religion. 
| And truly,the more Credit may be given 


to the Teſtimony of this Holy Man con- 
cerning the Reality of Religion, partly, 


| becauſe he was known to have a Capact- 
' th,and Abilities of Mind,to underſiand 


the affairs of the world, and Worldly 
Intereſts, as well as moſt men and 
partly, becauſe he had experimented 
what was in Religion for the ſpace of 


Fifty years 5 and after ſo long expe- 


| rience, when he came to die, gave this 


Teſtimony concerning it, that it was 
no Notion, it was a Reality. The 
Memory of this Holy Man is ſtill freſh 
with many that are yet alive 5 and, as 
it is Probable that jeveral of his Friends 
and Acequaintance may remember many 
Remarkable Paſſages concerning . him 
which are not here inſerted, ſo they _ 
may poſſubly meet with ſome things in | 
this Narrative (eſpecially. ſuch things 
| A 4 as 
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To the Reader. 


_ es relate. to the more inward Part of his 


Life ) which they were not acquainted | 
with before. What ever benefit any ' 
may receive by the Publication of this , 
Perſons Life, it is earneſtly defired that 
all the Glory may be Aſsribed unto + 
God, and nothing Attributed unto © 
Pats ; 
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_Þ Aving by a friendly violence, 
prevailed, that #he enſuing 
elation, which has for more then 
tex years ſpace been confined unto pris | 
wacy, ſhould now be expoſed to publick 
view, Tcannot but conceive my ſelf in 
duty obliced, to uſher it jnto the world 
with this Preface, thereby to declare 
mine own juZf ſentiments, gronnded: 
on perſonal obſervations, touching the. 
Spirit and Life of this great Saint here. - 
CharaFerized. And indeed, to ſpeak 
the truth, T find it no difficult matter 


j to ingage my Pen, inatask jo pleaſmg 


to my Spirit 5 eſpecially © confidering 
how much'the Notion, but how auch 
| A5 more 


| 


| 
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The Preface. 


more thePractice of Chriſtianity is ban- 


7jhedout of the world;yea,may we not ſay 


| from the Hearts and Lives of too many 


great pretenders thereto © O what -« 
deluge of atheiſm is as it were'in a few 


gears broken in on us 2 How many Pro- 
teſt Atheiſts, yea, whole Societies of 


that Profellion are there £ And; what 
zs the main deſign of ſuch, but to. per- 


ſwade us, that Religion is but a Blind 


of Hypocriſie, or. 2 z*cer Notion 
without Reality £ Tea, to come 
eearer home, how much practical 
Atheiſm, (which is a Monſter worſe 
#hen Speculative) is there to be founts 
evenamone the Profeſſors of Religion £2 
What contradiGtions are there in mens 
lives to the Faith they profeſs 2 - How 


diſagreeing are the Ations of many 


Profeſſors, from the principles of their 


Profeſſion £ And how much is the holy 
Name. of the great God hereby blaſ- 


- 


Pro- 


© 


Fhemea-? .0h how far do the lives of 


| The Preface. 
' Profeſſors now adays come ſhort of that 
' | Parity, Simplicity, Heavenly-mind- 
' | edmneſs,holy conference,and AGivity for 
. | God; which ſhone, with ſo much luſtre 
- | and Beauty, in the Chriſtians of the 
| foregoing,. and beginning of this Age« 
' What a great Teſtimony did they give 
tothe Religion they profeſſed, by the 
SanGity and Piety of their Converſa- 
tions ? How much did they both demon+ 
ſtrate and adorn their profeſſion, by the 
Integrity of their A&tions £ For men 
are more apt to believe our Works, than 
our Tongues 5. our Deeds have greater 
efficacy to perſwade, then our Words: 
A good Life is the moſt potent demon 
ſtration of good principles. Exems 
plary viſtble Prety.ts., not only moſh 
Beautiful,” but alſo moſt: efficacious, to 
beget the like diſpoſition 1n thoſe thak 
: behold it ;, as alſo to take off thoſe. pres 
| judices, which ill-minded men take up. 
againſt the ways.of God. * Theſe and 
ſuch 
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The Preface. 


ſuch like. contemplations, bave made 


me the more preſſing and 7mportunate, F 


3 


to get the following Narrative made | 


publick 5, thereby to give check to the 
growing Atheiſms, both ſpeculative and | 
'praGical, of this Age; as alſo to tet | 


profeſſors ſee, what raiſures in exem- + 


plary .Godlineſs have been attained 


wnto, and they likewiſe ought to aſpire 


afie”, 

But to detain thee no longer in the 
Porch of this Sacred Temple, T fhall 
give thee a little Image of this boly 
man, whoſe Life and Death is more 
fully related in the following Story. 
Crediton iz Devon, was anciently 
wery famous, by reaſon of ſome emi- 
vert perſons who have been born or ſeat- 


ed there. But what adds more to its - | 


bonour upon the trueſt and beſt account, 
ther that Mr. John Rowe lived and 
_ died there £ What a bright and Tnflu- 
ential Star was he £ How uccte, ſolid, 
judichous, 
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The Preface. 


judicious, and comprehenſroe was his 


TutelleFnal capacity 2 What a great 
meaſure of prudence, as to civil af © 


fairs, was he endowed withall £ How 


publick:ſpirited mas he, as to the good | 


of the place where he lived £ How many 
Controverſies and Law-Snits, - did he 
by his happy intaxpoſure and mediation, 


' prevent or end 2 Oh! what a publick. 


good was he to poor Crediton, and the 
parts adjacent £ How free hearted, 


and ready to aſſiſt thoſe that needed 


either Advice or Relief? Was not @ 
conſiderable part of his time, ſtrength, 
and eſtate laid out forthe good of o= 
thers * And Oh what an univerſal 
eſteem and Afſe&ion did he hereby gain © 


from all, even the worst 2 


As for the inward frame of his Spi- 
rit, he had a deep inſight into, and 
feeling acquaintance with the great 
myſtery of Faith and Godlineſs. His 
Lieht was not meerly _— or- 

ra- 


— 


'N The, Preface. | 
\ Traditional 3. bat real, diſtin&, aud 0b 
afteftive, derived from the Father 71 
{| Light. The ſelf denial and Humility \m: 
{ of his Spirit was very illuſtrious in the. \Cl 
whole of his life: Oh, how much would | he 
he abaſe ſelf, and magnifie free grace in \ of 
| all the good he received or performed ? \B 
| Albeit he was filled by God with great | 0 
| azeaſures of grace, yet how empty was | t 
he of jelf-fullneſs £ The more gracious | C 
God was to him, the more vile he was | T 
3n his own eyes: Was not ſelf-love | « 
greatly ſwallowed up in and by the ſenſe | * 
of Gods love to him? What delight | | 
did he take in concealing that grace | 
which was conferred on him, under an | 
| humble ſelf-abaſement before God and 
| men 2 Helived, the moſt that ever I 
| knew any, it a continual ſepafation, 
not only from the world, but alſo from 
himfelf.. He ſeemed to me to have ar 
| rived unto the greateſt abjuration of 
 Jelf-jufficiency that ever 1 met with.: 
| 0b, 
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; The Preface” 
oh, . how much did he depart fron 
imſelf day. by day, that ſo he might. 


more. intirely enter. into and live in 


ichriſt ?. What a generous deſign had_ 


ihe to abandon every part,, not only 


| of ſinful but legal ſc "lf for Chri$t 2 


| But yet. the leſs he £9 in the Spirit 
| of his own Gifts or Graces received, {| 
i the more he lived in the Spirit of = 
| Chriſt his head. Oh, what an amo- 
' rous union with, and alue for Chriſt 


did he gain by the Ruines of ſelf-love 2 


| | The leſs he was in his own eyes, by 


© much the more did he magnifie 


Chriſt? His works did praiſe bim, _ 
bat how much did his tongue, heart " 


| and life praiſe Chriit £ Tea, how 
| muchdid he rejoyce to ſee Chriſt glori- 


| fped by others, as well as by him- 


| | | ſelf ? T muſt confeſs according to my 


PE S. -A 


: beft. knowledge, IT never knew any 
that. did more cry down ſelf, 
and cry wp Chriſt., than this now 
ket | 
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glorified Sat. How' willing Was 


The- Preface. 


he torender unto Chriſt, whatever he 
recezved from him? Thus, as the Rivers 


receive new ſupplies by emptying them-| 
felues into the Sea; ſo did this holy: | 
man by returning the acknowledee-. 
ment and improvement of all bis 
grace unto Chriſt the Ocean of all. As | | 
Humility kept him low in his own eyes, | 
fo Faith raiſed in him an high eſteem 
of Chriſt. As he went unto Ebrift for * 
all grace, ſo he aſcribed all unto him. 
Thus he made Chriſt all tn all, He 
ſeemed ſo laborious in the ways of Godl,- 
neſs, as if there were wo Chriſt to | 
truſt unto; and yet he was ſo much 
in Faith and dependance on Chriſt. | 
as if there were nothing to be done on | 
his part. As for his diligence in the- | 
work of God , that he aſcribed to 


Chriſt 3 but as for any nezligence he 


was guilty of,that he aſcribed to ee 
ar 
od. 
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His will ftood ftrongly Beat 


i | The Preface. 
945] God. Oh! what a pure, ſonnd, (ngle, 
' he entire, upright heart for God had he? . 
77 How did Divine Love bend his will,& 
me” prrifie the intention thereof , keeping 
oly ; 3t in a firm adheſton unts God £ What 
>" |} ſpiritual Afſe@ions for Chriſt, ballanced 
bis * with ſaving light, was his heart poſſeſſed 
As ; withall ? How much did he fear God 
"1. under - Smiles love him nnder 
4 | frowns:, hope in him under __ 
a ties; deſire and enjoy him under all 
""* | other enjoyments £ What a beantiful 
| Harmony was there between his will 
'* | and the DivineWill ? Tea, how mmcb 
0! did he live, -and die, in the Soveraign 
Will 2 When the Lord took from hinz 
| any dear Relation, what a correſpon- 
| dence with, and Acquieſcence in his 
; rogal pleaſure- did he diſcover in his 
; deportment 2 How Paſlive yea Adtive 
| in concurreuce with the will of God, was 
bis will under all chaſtiſements ? How 
| Little covetnons or thirſty after. his _ 
| wi 
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The Preface. 
will ' was he 20h, what a flexible, 
humble, meek, and broken will to- 
wards. God wa# there diſcovered in 


him, and yet lo! how inflexible and . 


ftiffe was his will as to whatever had 
the appearance of evil ? how patient, 
calm, and ſubmiſſwve was he in his 
- own, cauſe,” and yet what an ardent 
' Zeal had he for the concerns of his 
Lord? How much could he condeſcend 
to the will of the meaneſt for their 
good; and yet how little would he 
ftoop to the luſls of the proud- 
eſt £ 2 
As for the conſtant eſtabliſht tenor 
of his Spirit in walking with God, 
wot only in Religious dutys, but aljo 
in his civil Afﬀairs, I have much ad- 
mired it : Tea, 1 cannot but tell the 
world, what T have oft mentioned in 
private, that T verily believe, this 
holy man enjoyed more of God in his 
civil employments, then many Chri- 


ſtians. 


Ul 


The Preface. 


e; fftians do in their ſpiritual Retjre-' 
- [ments and Devotion. TI have,taken. 


"BJ YR 


LY bd bas | 


him. when newly come* if a croud of 
[ſecular affairs, and have found bin 
more ſpiritual in his converſe, then 1 


find the moſt of ChriStians after thein 


moſt ſerious exerciſes in religions wor- 


ſoip. And, Tremember he then told 


me, (what T hope T ſhall never forget) 
That this was his courſe every day, 
to examine what -had been Gods 
carriage towards him, and what had 
been his carriage towards God. AGol- 
den Kule for Heart examens. - Oh, 
what an eſtrangement Jrew a worldly 
Spirit, had hein all his worldly con- 
cerns 2 How were his Thoughts, Prin- 
ciples, Inclinations, Aﬀe@Fions, and AF- 
i0ns,noulded into a fit frame for walk: 
ing with God e Was not this the main 
buſineſs and exerciſe of his Life 2 How 
much time did he ſpend in the ſervice 
af his Lord ; 3 aud how little. was he 
taken 
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The Preface. 


taken up with ſelf-concernments 2 
Fhat a ferions lively afſeFionate com- 
munion with God had he, not 
only in, but alſo out of duties £ 
How much was his end ever in his 


eye £ And with what wvigorons adi-. 


vity did he purſue the ſame ? How 
mnch was his heart with God, in 
eating, walking, commerce, and all 
parts of civil Converſation 2 What 
4 curious vigtlant eye had he on 
his Spirit, to ſecure it from all vi- 
olent paſfzons, and irregular motions 2 
How mnwilling was he to let paſs 


| the leait occaſion preſented for re- 


ceiving, or doing good 2 How little 
was there of a Vacuum in his Life, 


for tentation to fill up 2 What an. 


equal uniform, and harmonious life 
4:4 he my | j 

Tr ſum, He was one of an Uni- 
verſal. Spirit for Godlineſs : The 
Toke and Croſs of Chriſt were plea- 


fant 
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Thc Preface. 
fant and familiar to him. Oh, how 
ftri& wasbislife, but his heart large 
towards God and men ? How much 
dit he vindicate the Reality" of his 
Religion, by living at 4 mare than or» 
dinary rate in Religion ? It was his 


| great Aphoriſm, both living and dy- 


779, That Religion wasa Real thinge 
4nd how'much did he emonſtrate the 
fame by the power theregf 1 his life 
aud converſation : What an Heaven 
| of Holineſs and Happineſs did he find 
in his wayto Heaven? What a Tran 
quiltty of Spirit did he arvive nnato i 
this inferiour world ? Was. not bis 
life; by. reaſon of the equality of its 
parts, like a circle, which every day 
began and ended in God 8 What # 
ellation of graces feontingly- con- 
_— did there ſhine wh 712 his Cor 
verſation 2 How knowing \in the deep 
#yftery of Faith, and yet' how humble 
was he 2 What a bleſſed" mixture -of 


zeal 
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The Peface.: 
zeal and meekneſs \appeared in him £2 i 
What a. Majeity mixed mith a fwret| 
Aﬀfability was there in. his preſence 2.\© 
How wuch did be advantage.men. that 
knew bin by giving them ſuch a. bright | © 
ſhining example of viſible Godlineſs $ 
T would not exceed in mine efteem of | 
perſons or things, but yet, ; Tmuſt cons. | 

fefs, T Cannot but aloe the grace 
of God that ſhone fo ilhyftrioufly i |* 
this eminent. Saint : And'T think; | 

I may ſay. it . without. injury to. truth, 
or perſon, thet to my beſt remembrance, 
Thanenot- ſeen any ane clothed mith. 
more: vihtble' and \ſhining.grace.,. then. 
this Holy man, whoſe Liſe and: Death 
thou wilt find - Chara@eriſed .in the 

following ſtory: The memory of whone. 

 Tiruſt-wilhever be 4s g lining Sermon. - 
to me,and fuch a5 had the priuiledge of 

converſe with him. nth MA > ag) l ' EE 
| As for the Relation here : given 

of him, by.my. Dear Friend, I _ 

FIG eg 


The Preface. 


| beg this favour of thee, that thou 


wilt not paſs thy judgment till 


| thou haſt read the whole, and 


ſeriouſly conſidered the ſame; and 
then, I am apt to perſwade my 
ſelf, thou wilt -conclude with me, 
that thou haſt here offered to thy 
View, a grand exemplar of Real 
Viſible Godlineſs, which deſerves 
thy ſerious attention and .Imita- 


'| tion. 


Theophilus Gale: 


THE 


Life and Death - 
..or : 
Mr. 7ohn Rowe, 


Rowe, was born in the Pariſh and Infane 
of Shobrook, in the County of ©7* 
Devon, in that famous year 1588, 
When he was an Irfant he was ſec 
aſide in his Cradle tor dead, but it 
pleaſed God to put it into the heart 
of one of his 'Sifters, who had a 
little more ſpirit and reſolution 
then the reſt had, to refolve with 
her ſelf, that ſhe would go and 
look upon him once more 3 here- 
upon coming to the place where 
he lay, and putting her hand to his, 
| mouth ſhe apprehended -ſhe felt- a 
| little breath; being incouraged by 
his, fome means were immediately 

B uſed, 


J*% Rowe, the Son of Lawrence H's Birth 


tas. + 
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The Life and Deathof 


uſed, fo that he began to revive, and 
the Lord was pleaſed to reſtore him 
to lite who had been given up. for 
dead, intimating ( as it were,) by 
this ſo Early and Signala Providence, 
that he had reſerv'd him for ſome 
more then ordinary u'ez and this 
. the Courſe of his life did abundantly 
ww: 
His Edu- Aﬀter he was come to ſome years, 
eaion, he was ſent by his Parents to the 
| Grammar: Schoole in Crediton (an 
antient Town inDevon-Shire)where 
he atcained to ſuch Proficiency both 
in the Latine ' and Greek, Tongues, 
that he was well nigh ripe for the 
Univerfity,andhad accordingly been 
{ent thither in oxder to the Miniſtry, 
but that it pleaſed God to take away 
his Father a little before the intend- 
ed time; ſo that the intentions 
 -which his Parents had of training 
- himup for the Mzzjftry cogld never . 
be accompliſhed. Thus the Lord, 
in his Wiſdome, was pleaſed to: 
take him off from that, which 
others, . by conſidering what-: þys 
_ | Aﬀter-f 
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Mr. John Rowe. 


Afﬀter-Life and Abilities were found 
to be, would havejudged him moſt 
meet for. So that we may hence 
learn (to uſe an expreſſion of his 
own) how that Ye do often erre ir 
our judgements of things, aud that 
God ſees not as men ſee, Being fru- 
ſtrated in the hopes he had of going 
to the Univerſity, he did not how- 
ever looſe that lietle Learning, the 
School had afforded unto him; only 
the Greek, thorough diſ-uſe, was 
ſomewhat worn out with him 3 but 
he ſtill retained fo exat a know- 
ledge of the Latine Tongue that 
it was of great uſe to him, unto his 
dying day. 

For his Parts, He was of a Sharp 
and Pregnant Wit, -of a great, deep, 
and Penetrating Fudgement, he him- 
ſclf was wont to complain of fome 
deficiency in his Memory, but that 
defe& appeared more to himfclf, 
then it did unto others 3 for others 
judged him to excell in that, as 
wall-as in other Abilities of the. 
Mind, " 

\c] B 2 As 
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The Life and Death of 
His Natu- 
ral Tem- 


As for his Natural Temper and 
Diſpoſition, he was a man of great 
Ingenwity, of much Candor and 
Sweetneſs, thoſe that knew him 
moſt intimately, thought him to 
have as Noble and Generous a Soul, 
and to be as far from any thing that 
favoured of a Baſe, Ignoble, and 
Sordid Spirit, as ever any that they 
knew. He was exceeding 4fable 
and Comrteous unto all, and that 
without the leaſt ſhew or ſuſpition 
of ſeeking his own ends by it : His 
temper led him to be-moſi ſweet and 
kind unto all, and there was not the 
meaneſt perſon that could ſay he 
was neglected or deſpiſed by him : 
_ He was very careful to give a due 
reſpect unto all, and no one was e- 


VEr MOTe canrzons to pay a juſt Reve- | 


rence to thoſe that were above him 
in Rank and Bwality. 
In his Behaviowr, he was moſt 


H's Belia® xp, mble, Sweet, and Converſible, as 


ready to hear others ſpeak as ta 


ſpeakhimfelf, and he would for the 


moſi part give them leaye to fpeak, 
before 


—  .- 
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} ” they were in hts Company, they - 


IS DIRE 


Mr. -John Rowe-- 
before he would be forward to ſpeak 

himfclf. His Natural Femper was 

{o ſweet and amiable. as that there 

was ſcarce any that knew him but 

loved him, and honoured him. 

And this (together with his Grace) 

was elevated to ſuch a pitch as that 

there was not the worti of men that 

had any thing to ſpeak evil of him. 

And yet (that which is not com- : 
_ = is fomewhat a rare con- = _— : 
junction ) although his Natural wa 
Candor and ſweetneſs were (uch,yet a_ pr 
he was a man of a great Preſexce, and Natural 
of great Anthority : He was ſeldome Sweetnels. 
known to ſpeak inany ſerious Mat-- 
ter, but his ſpeech carried a won- 
derful, and peculiar kind of 4utho- 
rity with it. And there was ſo great 
a Majeſty in his converſation as that 
ſome (and thoſe who were reputed The Lu-: 
both wiſe and godly beholding the fire of his 4 
Excellency of his fpirit, the Luſtre of ho pans I 
his graces, and how much his Con- | 
verſation differed from the molt of 
men} have profefſed that when 
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have had anAwe left upon them, 8& 
could not be ſo free whilft they were 
in his Company, as when they were 
amongſt others. 

But the main thing which this 
Narrative is intended for, 15to 
ſpeak of his Grace, and to ſhew what 
that Eminency in Holineſs was 
which the Lord brought him unto. 
And this,if the ayworthyRelator may 
have but the happineſs ' to expreſs 
and delineate as it was in him the O- 
riginal Copy. he doubts ro tbut the 
Life of this Holy Man. will prove a 
Pattern as worthy of our Imitation 
as any this Latter- Age hath pro- 
duced. And ifany thing ſeem tobe 
defeQive in the-lite of this Holy 


Man the Readers are to be in- * 


created, not to impute it fo much 
to the defet? of worth or merit in him 


(for as much as all that knew-.him 


1ntimately, do unanimouſly ac- 


knowledge that there was much 


more in him than could cafily be 
expreſſed or declared by any )- but 
unto want of $kill in that Hard 


which 
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which undertook todraw his Picure, 
and to give the CharaGer of him 
which is here repreſented. 
- Now that-we may proceed: in 
order, we ſhall begin with the firſt 
Riſe of the work of God in his Soul 
and afterward ſee what Progreſſe it 
made, and to how great a meaſure 
and pitch of Holineſs the Lord; 
brought him, in the concluſion, 
When he was but young, and of 
tender years, his Parents did (ac- 
cording to thejr meaſure), infiruct ;,; 


him in the Grounds ot Religion, the Work 
and did alſo cauſe him carcfully of Grace 
with themſelves to frequent the i Þi 
Pablick Miniſtry in the Congrega- ws 


tion, and by this means he came to 
have the firk T aftes and Reliſhes of 
Religion in his heart. When his 
Father was dead, Mr. Rowe .went 
from his Mother to live with Do- 
&or Bodley (brother to the famous 
Sr. Thomas Bodley founder of the U- 
niverſity Library in Oxford ) a man of 
Rackwens Piety , and Exemplary 

Holineſs, and who was then the 
Minifer 


| 


| 
| 
| 
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Mznifter and proper Incumbent of the 
place where Mr. Rowe was born, 
and his Parents lived. From this 
Holy man, and Eminent Perſon for 
SanGity Mr, Rowe learned much, 


and very much of the work of God 


upon his ſoul muſt be attributed to 
him, as the Inſtrument, and as he 
learned much from him, ſo he was 
not a little beloved by him, the 
Dofior bearing as tender a reſpe&t 
to him, as if he had been his own 
Child, Living thus wich DoGor 
Bodley, and afterwards for a feafon 
with another Gentleman (viz. ) Mr. 
Thomas Gale of Crediton, ( who allo 
was a godly man_) Mr. Rowe had 


opportunity frequently ' to go to. 


London, where he heard ſome of the 
ableſt Preachers, and ſuch as were 
. then moſt in Reputation, as Dr. 


Gonuge, Mr. Stock, and others, -and * 


by them he was much helped: for- 
ward in Spiritusl Knowledge, and 
quickned in his Love to the ways of 
God: But Doctor Bodleys counſels, 
cogether with his Holy — 

c 
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Mr. John Rowe.” 
(he being a man of an: Auftere Life 
and of a moſt Siri Converſaticn ) 
ſeemed to be that which had mott 
Influence apon him, and*to leave the 
greateſt Impreſſion on his heart 3 for 
nothing was more familiar with 
him throughout his whole life, 
then fo be ſpeaking upon all occa- 
fions what he had ſeex and heard : 
and obſerved in him. The Sermons 
alſo and Preaching of -Dof@or Bod- 
ley was of great uſe to him; for this 
was Mr. Rowes obſervation con- 
cerning him, that whatever: the 
Shbject were-the Dofor had' been + 
treating of, yet ſtill when he came + 
to the Application, the uſe he 

would be {ure to make of it, ſhould - 
be to drive men to Chriſt, This 
Do&trine was fo rivetted into Mr. 
Rowe and had ſo deep a root in him,' 

as that all that knew-him intimate= - 


ly maſt (ay this of him, that chey 


never knew any that was a greater - 
advancer of Chriſt or did more 1n- © 
cuicate this great Principle upon-all ” 
thathe was called to ſpeak unto.vize- 

B-.5 That - 
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That their main Care ſhowld be to 
deny themſelves and to live npou Chriſt 
for all. 

As for a more particular diſcovery, 
what were the tirſt workings of 
God upon his heart,it was expreſſed 
by himſelf in a Paper of his own 
writing, in this manner as follow- 
eth + Having bcfore in the ſame 
Paper related the mercies of God 
towards him, and his care and pro- 
vidence over him in his infancy and 
childhood, he adds. 

« Neither did my gracious God. 
«* ceaſe to do me good 1n the days 
* of my youth: whereat I may juſtly 
* admire z Oh the depth and Riches 
* of his unchangeable Grace ! for 
*here were I able to ſet out the true 
* Idea of my then defermed heart 
* and life! But better it is to cott- 
" < fels the fame to my gracious God, 
* and to pray him not to remember 
«* thoſe fins of my youth 3 bath 
« which I have done, (viz) both 
« confeſſed them and begged par- 
© don of. them, and by, Gods 
«© Grace 


Mr. John Rowe. 
© Grace intend todo to my dying - 
« day. RI 

« Yet thus much I think fit to. 
* unfold for the praiſe of the glory 
© of Gods Grace that, whereas, I 
*-was by nature prone to all fins; 
* of all kinds, eſpecially -to thoſe 
* two monſters,” Pride and Volup- 
* tuoufneſs, and in the latter of 
** thefe an inventer of new kinds of 


© finning 3 yet the Lord gave 


* me not up to mine own hearts 
<luſts altogether: But even then 
* begarr not only to. reſtxain me, 
* but alſo by the means of Grace 
*to do me good. O Lord, my fal- 
« vation is of thee alone ; for if ever 
< any ſhould be ſaved by their own: 
© merits, very likely was it that 
* I ſhould have: been fartheft off, - 
<« for thou refifieft the proud. But - 
« the gifts and calling of God are 
« without Repentance : Hence it ©* 
& came to paſs that the ſame gra- 
* cious God (who: out-. of his un» 


© changeable Love ordained me to” 


«Life) ſtirred up the _ of. - 
octos 


io 
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& Doctor Bodley to admoniſh. me 
«to take'heed of my pride and 
<« thoſe over-weaning conceits- of 


< my {&f which he eſpicd in me,and. 
«counſelled me to buy a Bibleand to | 


<« read the ſame;which Admonition 


« and counſel the Lord was pleaſed 
<« co bleſs, in ſuch wiſe, that Ever 


< fince that time, I have in ſome 


« wcak meaſiire kept a. conftant 


«courſe of reading the Scriptures, 
© except ſome few ſhort intermilft- 
<< ons,by which means I do acknow- 


<«.ledge to the glory of myGod, that - 


« my poor foul hath received no 
*{mall benefit. 


By this Relation of his own which | 


was written with his own and 
(together with ſome other paſſages 
of his Life, which hereafter are to 


be inſerted) it- appears that Pride; 
and the Love of Pleaſure were his 


Maſter-ſfins in the days of his youth. 
Hence was it that he would often 


ſay in his- familiar diſcourſe that - 
_—— Ze, Pride;. and Pleaſure, were the: 


great fins of, youth, He would alfo 


Vary 


oy 
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very frequently ſpeak of this Paſſage, 


that there was but oxe thingwhich he 


mainly defired. in his youthful days, —. 
which if it had been granted to him, . 

. | . would have proved to be his razxe 
andchatwas,that he might have had 


the ſame Liberty allowed unto him 


by his Parents, -which another vain ——— 


young-man, whom he knew, had 


granted unto him, who afterward * 


came to. a' MBſerable End. This 


paſſage he would mention often, to - 


ſhew whata mercy it was that he. 
was ſo'reftrained, and that ' God 
gave him not his own Will. 

After the Lord had thus begun 
his good work in Mr, Rowes heart 


by the cornſells, preaching and holy - 
converſation of Door Bodley 3 he 


continued in: the DoGdtors Family 


for ſome time, which was as long as - 
Dr. Boy lived. The Doctor after 


ſome experience of him, perceiving 
his Ingenuity, Fidelity,. and Incli- 
#ations to Religion, bare a very: 
great and tender affeGzon towards 


him, and ſuch. was his affection, . 
that. 


' Sickneſs (whereofhe died) and nor 
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that he having no child of his own, 
intended (as was verily ſuppoſed 
to have done much for - him at 
his death : But the Dodor being fur 
prized with ſomewhat a ſudden 


being able by reaſon thereof to do 
what he intended, Mr. Rowes hopes 


were wholly fruſtrated of enjoying, 


any thing that the Doctor purpoled 
todo for him. And this event he 
looked upon (as he was wont ever 
after to conſirue it in his fatniliar 
diſcourſes with his friends) as the 
Wiſe Providence of God towards him, 


that he might, ſee his whole Depen- | 


dance 10 beontbeLord for what hehad. 
About the Twenty fifth year of 


his Age he was diſpoſed of in Mar- 


riage, concerning which becauſe 


there were ſome Providences that 


were remarkable, and that he him- 

felf thonght worthy to be remem- 

bred (as it appears by the Repiſter 

that he: kept of them ) we ſhall re- 
Jate what himſelf hath written. 

*« When I was defirous to enter 

<< into 
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*3nto the State of Marriage, I was 


*« affayled with Covetouſnefs, Vo- —— 


©* luptuouſneſs and Ambition, and 
*would ſurely have undone my 


«ſelf by ſome, or all of theſe Eyvills, 


* had not my gracious God, by 
« diſappointing my unſanGificd de- 
© fires for ſeven years ſpace or more, 
* prevented my Folly. | 


I' 


© Oh what a miſery is it for yam w—— 


«youth to have its.will ! Oh what 


«<2 bleſſing to bear the yoke betime ! 


« eſpecially when God will open 


< the Ear to diſcipline, (as bleſſed” 


<« be his Name ) he did mine at the 
«laſt. And here I may juftlybreak 
<« out into admiration of the Riches 
<« of his Grace, that brought lighe- 
* tome out of my darkneſs, I mean 
*©a great Light of Grace into my 
« Soul, by occaſion of the great 
« Darkneſs of mine own fin, into 
© the which I fell, My Pride went 
« betore my fall, fo fin drew on fin; 


<« and fin was puniſhed with ſin; yer 


« CO depth of Grace) this Fall was 
*rhe cauſe of my. Riſfiog, I mean 
in 
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© in Grace, Thus my gracious 


« God did me good by mine own 


«Evils, and made my greateſt fins 
<« occaſions of my great Humiliati- | 
< on. Andalthough Voluptuouſneſs, 


« Ambition and Coveteouſnels, 


<« were the Idok-fms of my . youth, . 
© yet my gracious God preſerved” 


©* me from the groſs aCting of thoſe 


© ſins, either by Murder, Adultery, . 
*Fornication, Tneft, or any other - 


« unlawful way of Gain : I ſay 


**that it was my gracious God that” 


*© preſerved me, and therefore let 


* his name have all the Glory : as 
' *for me, I ſhould have ran Mad 


«in Pride with Nebzchadnezar., and 


*barſt aſunder in Coveteoufneſs - 


* with Judas, and drowned my (elf 
**in a daily courſe of Delicacy with 
*the Glutton that St. Lke .men- 


© tions, had I not been kept by the* - 
* power of God alone: Only, only, - 


*to thy . name O Lord, be the 
© praiics 

** My defire of Marriage waseor- 
<< rupt through my Coveteoufnels, 


Volups - 
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* Voluptuouſneſs, and Ambition,as 
* I have faid, and my gracious God 
* crofling thoſe unfan@iified deſires 
« of mine for divers years, did at 
* length teach-me to defire Marri. 
« age for better ends: And having; 
** begun toſet my mind in order, 
* healſobrought on the blelling3for 


* firft he prepared my heart to moan 


« feek him by Prayer for a meet 
* helper, and then he opened his 


* Ear, and granted my requeſt z. 


«fo that even in the fame day 


bh * wherein he had Girred me up m 


* a more then ordinary manner to 


© ſeek a ble(ling in my Marriage by 
© Prayer, he was pleaſed togive me- 
<* evidence that he had heard me, iis. 
« ſending to me an honeſt Chriſtian, 


* which came to me on purpoſe, to 


| " break the matter for Marriage 
< with her, which afterward God 


* 9ave me tO wife, 
«This match Satan attempted 


Eto hinder, by ſtirring up a neer. 
« friend of mine to fail in perfor- 
* mance of his-promiſe made to me. 


for. 
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«© for my preferment : which juſtly 
<« might have alienated the minds 
<« of my wifes parents from me, but 
* that-my gracious God would not 
<« ſaffer Satan to do- me. that miſ- 
« chief, yea more then ſo, he gave 
<« me grace to feck reconciliation 
% with that Friend of mine which 
« had ſo deeply wronged me. 

So far are the words of his own 
Relation written by himſelf... The 
Family into which he matched, was 
a Godly Family,who did the ſooner 


imbrace Mr. Rowes motion, be-- 


cauſe of that which they had. heard 
concerning his AﬀeGicn to Religi- 
on. The perſon whom he took-to 
Wife, was & very godly and fincere 
woman, although one that walked 
in Darkneſs and had no aſſurance of 
Gods Love the greateſt part of het 
days) and that appears by this 
Paſſage, which we may not- there-- 
fore omit, becauſe Mr. Rowe him- 
{elt hath'Regiſtred it, as one ſpecial 
experience of Gods Love towards 
him. When his wife lay Sick, .and 
was 


- 
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was upon her Death bed, ſhe com- 
plained that ſhe had no afſurance of 
the Love and Favour of God, and 
that when ſhe died ſhe ſhould be 
taken to Glory in Heaven; hereupon 
Mr. Rowe beſought the Lord very 
earneſily for her, and the Lord was 
{o far intreated as a little before her 
death, to aſſure her of her Glory in 
heaven, and this in ſomewhat an 
nauſual extraordinary manner, giv- 
Ing in ſuch a ſecrce Hint and In- 
timation to her ſoul-as this, T* will 
Glorifie thee. 

Aﬀtcr Mr. Rowe was Married he 
continued four years in the houſe of 


hisFather in law at Pinhow in Devon. - 
a place (as himſelt hath recorded it- 


in the Memoriall of his own ex- 
periences enriched with divers world- 
ly contentments, but all embittered 


tboroagh the want of | the Miniſtry of 


Gods Word. - And:what he adds in 


the ſame place, may not be omitted-- 


* There (fays he) had T-juſt-occa- 
< fion given me to- repent-of - my 
* former fulſomneſs and wearineſs 


19 


At EI A WA. Cn ————_—_—— o _ 
—_— - " 


E: 


20 


His re-- 
move to 


The Lite and Death of 

© of that heavenly Manna, But 
< here again my gracious God that 
©* never ceaſcth todo me good, did 
**as well provide the Plaiſter as 
« give the Wound, He wounded 
«© my Conſcience by the want of 
* the Miniftry in my own Pariſh 
* of Pain,bringing to my remember- 
<« ance my {in in undervaJuing the 
« plentiful Miniſtry which I had 
© once enjoyed :. but he healed the 
** breach again, not only by for» 
« pjiveneſs and repentance, but alſo 
* by-providing for me the Miniſtry 
*of a worthy ſervant of his in a 
« Neighbouring Pariſh; 

- Bur to proceed in the Narra- 
tive of his Life. Mr. Kowe being 
weary of living any longer in 
the houſe of his Father in Law by 
xealon of the want of the meanes of 


grace in that place (although, as 


hath been faid, he enjoyed at leaft 
for a ſcafon {for- how long it was 


h&had that happineſs, the Relator- 
hath not come to the knowledg of) 
the labours of a faithful Miniſter. in 
an. 


Mr. John Rowe. 21. 
an adjacent Pariſh) and hearing 
that there was an able Preacher at 


' Crediton he had a great defire- to 


remove his Family and Habitation 
thither, and accordingly did fo 
taking his leave of his wives Rela- 


- tions, he went and fetled himſelf 


and family in Creditou, on purpoſe 
to enjoy the means of grace 3 and 
there continued to his dying day: 
And according to this exumple of 


his own, he would often exhort —< 


his chzldrens and acquaintance that 
their firſt care ſhould be to place 
themſelves under a Godly and a 


Powerful Miniſtry 3 and for this pur- 


poſe he would often mention that 
text, Go forth by the footſteps of the ©, .q. 
flock, and feed thy kids befides- the 
Shepheards tents. | 

Not long after his coming 'to jy. pxe- 
Crediton he was 'made Highb=Con- cuting the 


' | flable, in which office he continued office of + 


| ſervice, his care, diligence, and zeal, 


: - -  High-Con- 
about Twenty years; during which ſtable, 


was ſuch for the ſuppreſſing and 
puniſhing of Yzce, that his Name 
= became 
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became a Dread and a Terror to all 


the Prophane that were near to the 
place helived. And as h1s zeal was 
great, {o his wiſdom, Charity and 
Compaſſions were no leſs; he would 
fixit ſeck ro win Offenders by his 
loving counſels, and gentle aamoniti- 
ons, before he would uſe the ſeverity 
of the Law againſt them 3 and his 
great care was to let men ſee that it 
was their Vices, not their Perſons 
that he aimed at. And ſuch was the 
Preſence of God with him, ſuch the 
Amnthority and Majeſty that ſhone in 
his carriage and b:haviour , that 
although he was forced to puniſh 
many tor their miſdemeanors that 
would not be otherwiſe reclaimed, 
Fr none had. power to lift up an 

and again(t him, ox ſcarce to move 
their, tongues againſt him to. his 


hurt or prejudice. One inſtance was 


ble. | 

ain Rufhan being punithed 

egor his miſdemeanors, vow- 

ed the next. time he met, him. he 

would certainly Rab him, and being 
n put 
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.put into the Stacks for ſome offence - 


he had committed againſt the Law 
his rage was ſuch, that not being 
able to have his will on Mr. Rowe, 
he ftruck.at theſtones with his knife 
for very madneſs. After this Mr. 
Rowe met the ſame perſon when he 
was at liberty, and might havehad 
opportunity to wreak his malice 
and revenge upon him, but it pleaſed 


the Lord fo to overpower him that 


he was as a man fſiruck dumb and 
had not a word to ſay. | 


Many of his friends ſecing his gz. wo. 
abilities and fitneſs would often tefty..” 
ſollicit and preſs him to take the 


office of a Fuſtice of Peace, but ſuch 


was his Hemility and Modeſty, that 


he would by no means yeild to it, 
ſaying that he had neither Ability 
nor Eſtate for it, and that it . was 
the way to make Authority contemp- 
tibJe when inferiour Perſons were put 


into ſuch Places. He was very  care- _ 
ful tocat off all occaſion of. offence 715 care 


from ſuch as would be ready to take 


3 


offence 3 bxjng wont in his younger ofoffence, | | 
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days to uſe Shooting with Bow 
and Arrows for his Recreation ſake ; 
after that, meeting with an Offendor 
againſt the law, herebuked him for 
ſome miſdemeanours that he was 
guilty of, the man replyed why 
might not he do that as well as he 


Shoot with Bow and Arrows : after 


this Mr. Rowe laid alide his Recre- 
ation, and would never ſhoot with 


Bow and Arrows more. 
He was a man of a very Peaceable 


= _ temper, he never loved to foment 
| differences, but ſought all. he . 


Peace-ma- 
king Dif- could to compole them and if there 
poſit 


on. were at any time any diftance be- 
tween him and others, the fault 
was uſually theirs, becauſe he could 
not bear or comply with ſome cor- 
ruption of theirs, but would ſeck 
their reformation. And as he was of 


. 2 very peaceable difpolition himſelf, 


fo he was a great Peace-maker ; 2 
great part ofhis time was;ſpent this 
way in making up and compoling 
of differences between others, many 
a quarrel was taken up by him this 


Way, 
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way, many Law Sits prevented, 
2 many differences between near re- 
| lations reconciled, and the Lord a” 
| was pleaſed to give him ſuch a bleſ[- 
| ing and ſucceſs in theſe under- 
' | takings, that his kands were ſel- 
| domeempty of this work, fothat he 
was many times fo much ingaged 
| and taken upin the buſineſſes and 
affairs of other men, that he could 
hardly get liberty to mind or pro-. 
ſecute his own, He ſaid, upon occa- 
fion given him, toa relation of his 
| that he might have increaſed his 
| own eftate much more, if he had 
fpent that time in following his own 
| affairs which he ſpent in the bufi- 
: neſſes and affairs of other men, but 
| | what he did in this kind he did it 
- . | out of duty and Conſcience.Such in- 
 . 4 deed was his Charity and Compaſſion 
to others, thatnone ever was known 
| to be more Concerned for others, or 
{ more Naturally to carefor, the good 
4 of others then he was;He made their 
| Conditions his own, he had a. deep 
+ Sympathy with their diſtreſſes, and 
| C in 
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in his Prayers he would as affectio-! 
nately pray for thcm as for himſelf; 
and when he had undertaken any of MI - 
the affairs and buſineſſes of other i 
men, he would a as vigorouſly 1n' 
their behalfas if it were his own: 
concernment, although he neither? 
did, nor expected, to reap any ad-; 
vantage to himſelf by it. | 

He was forty years of age before ' 
he attained that great blefling of 


Aſſurance, which he kept ever after, . 


and never loſt it after he had once | 
attained itz ſo that he enjoyed that 
ſingular priviledge viz. the aſſurance 
of the love of God for the ſpace of 
Thirty years and more; The means {| 
by which he maintained and pre- 
-m—_ his aſſurance was (as he 
1mſelf faid) by a diligent and con- 


 Rtant uſe of all the means of Grace both 


publick and private, and taking an 
ecceunt of his heart once at leaft every | 
day. And as he had by theſe means, © 


a conſtant aſſurance of his eſtate, ſo 


that he was never left to a total :; 
doubting of his eſtate, after he had -/ 
once {| 
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once received the aſſurance of it ; ſo 
he had at ſome times more ſpecial 
experience of the. Vitneſs and Teſtt- 
mony of the Spirit together with that 
of his own-. Spirit. Concerning 
which particalar, becauſe the chil- 
dren of God do naturally defire 
to have all the light that may be 
given in about it, (it being a ſecret 
and: hidden thing, and unknown 
to any«but thoſe that have it, and 
the experience of the moſt holy 
men being in this caſe moſt. conſt» 
derable, and that upon which the 
oreateſt weight may be laid ) I 
{hall ſet down a little more at large 
the thoughts and experience of this 
holy man about it. - In one of his 
Letters he thus expreſſed himlelf. | 
Beſides aſſurance in a way of reaſoning, His Judg- ? 
God is pleaſed ſome time in copverſing ment and 1 
with bim to make it out, by ſecretly EXPerr * 
hinting in ſome one precious promiſe. cunts” ; 
And in another Letter he exprefled the Teſt ie" 3 
himſelf more fully. Is anſwer to mony of © ? 
your deſire, ta recetce a few of my the SPirit, | 
thonghts aud experiences concerring the 
EN, TS  * 
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witheſs or Teſtimony of the Spirit in 
aſſurance. - 

I do acknowledge (to the glory of 
God) that God hath given to me ſome 
experience of his love' ( and at ſome- | 
times more then at other times ) in the. | 
Teſtimony of his Spirit bearing 
witneſs with my Spirit concerning 

' mineadoption, and ſo conſequently of 
my juſtification, ſan@ification, and 
eternal life : But this is better felt then 
expreſſed, yet in ſome meaſure as the 
Lord ſhall mable me, I will endeavour | 
20 anſwer your defire herein. Fir(t that 
there is (as appeareth Rom. 8. 16.) 
ſuch a bleſſed Priviledge given to ſome 
of Gods eleF on earth, as to have the 
Spirit it ſelf to bear witnefs with their 
Spirits that they are the Children of 
God, 

Again, that this Teftimony is given {| 
20 believers after that they are effelu-> | 
ally called to grace, as appeareth Eph. © 
I. 13, andby the which they are ( as 
by a ſeal) aſſured of the grace of God. - + \ 
But 1bat every one that is effcAually 
called to grace, bath this Teftimony 
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' preſently. given, T dare not affirm, 


bnt do. rather think, that. ſome; may, 
wait a longer time.-then. otbexs befare. 
they do receive't.;, for mine 091 pert: 
T believe that was effeGually called. 


avers years before the Lord gave me. 


this aſſurance. 


- Again, thetrath of this T etimony 
of the holy Spirit in my-wwn ſoul, T: 


bave diſcerned from falſe flaſhes, and 


unſound comforts by this, that this 
teſtimony doth almaies when it comes 
raife the ſoul 20 more deſires afzer more. 
intimate union and. communion, with. 
God > works more ſelf- abhorrency, and. 
mare care to. pleaſe God, hd fear: to: 
diſpleaſe him, and ( in: a:word). 
drives me nearer to God, whereas falſe 
* flaſhes leave the foul looſe. wil 
| Again, for the continuanceof this - 


bleſſed teftimony in the foul, I dofind 


that an holy bumble conſtant waiting ' 
-0nGod,andCommunion with bim in bis © 


ordinances,Jjoyned with a conſtant care 
and endeavour to walk with him in 


* uprightneſs in all the duties of mypar-. 
ticular calling, audrelations are bleſſ=! 
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ed means to keep up and increaſe this 
aſſurance but the negle@ or remiſſe 
{age of theſe dth diminiſh the oyl of 
this bleſſed Lamp, and unſandiified 
liberty ſo far grieves the holy Spirit 
as to ſuſpend this Teſtimony for a 
time. 

W hat the nature of this witnefs 
of the Spirit,was he ſaid, (as it is in 
the precedent letter )that it was bet- 
eerfelt then expreſſed,only being once 
aiked about it, he anſwered, Tt was 
8 ſecret overpowering, that I am his, 
and be is-mine Iam my well-beloveds, 
and-my well-belovedis mine. He was 
wont-v0 obſerve that the moſt like- - 
ly mcans ev: attain. aſſurance was 
to propound: ſpiritual ends to our 
ſelves in the defiring of it; not to. 
defire it-meerly that we might be 
at quiet; and. free ' from trouble 
in our Conſciences, | but-principally : 
to defire it for this end, that by the * 
knowledge and apprehenſion of 
Gods love tous, we might be in- 
abled togive the Lord the glory of 
his own:grace,.'and: be carricd* out 
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to higher pitches in obzdience.In his 
| diſcourſe with fome friends he had 
{uch a p:fſage : There may be a preat 
' deilof ſelfiſhneſs in ſeeking Peace 5 
; T findit b:jt when 1 ain come to the 
greateſt heights of peace, to ſtudy my 
duty, what it is that God would have 
me do, and to follow him there, 9- 
| — meet ith a Clond. 
| Hi>manner was(as hath been part- 
ly hinted. before) to make up his 
accounts every day, and the method 
that he uſed in his meditation, was 
to conſider what God had done for 
bim #1 the day, and what bis car- 
riage had been towards God : and he 
| would ſay when he confidered 
{| what Gods carriage had been to 
him, there he ſaw that God had 
been doing him good in a conftant 
tenor 3 but then when he reflected 
upon himſelf, there he ſaw many 
* failings: and he ſaid there was fb 
aGion done by bim that was ever no 
good, but there was ſome cireumſt ance 
or other that he ſaw himſelf imperfect 
and defeGive in;-and it was a remark- 
& 4 able 
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able ſpeech of his: T have accounted is 
a greatpitch when theLord hath ſhew- 
ed me ſome defe@is int my beſt aftions, 
thatImay goclean ont of ſe!funtoChriſt. 
By this daily and conſtant exerciſe 
of his in reviewing his life and aGti- 
ons every day, he kept and main- 
rained much Peace of Conſcience 5 
and this was one of the great things 
that God did for him, that uſually 
at the cloſe of every day, after the 
caſting up of his accounts, & humble 
and. tervent prayer, the Lord 
made it out to him, as he himſelf 
expreſled it, that All was pardoned. 
In this way was he carried on, until 
at laſt he arrived to as great an bha-: 
bitual perſwaſion, and: as conſtant 
an apprehenſion of the love of God 
as any hath been known fo have 


attained in this latter age, ſo that he 


walked in the light of Gods counte- 


#axce- from. day to day; and: his . 


way was to ſiudy and contemplate 
the love of God towards him in e- 
very thingz and much of his Pray- 
ers ran this way, that his faith 

"might 
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{ right be ſirengthned to ſte and be- 
hold the love-of God in all the paſſa» 
ges of his life, that ſo-he-; might 

| (as Abraham did) give the Lord 

| glory. by believing. Therefore he 
would:often expreſ+ him(eltf.in Pray- 
er afterthis ſort : Oh that we might | 
behold thy infinite aud eternal love . 
conſtantly,ſo fax, as finite creatures are. 

| capable that the apprehenſions of thy. 
ſ love might draw us up again 10. love 


thee;... And he would ſay, We aree 
apt to take notice of ſome of the: greater . 
| and more remarkable paſſages of: the 
| love of Godzas if the Lord gave us ſome 
great deliver ance, or gave us ſome ſig- 
| nal anſwerof Prayer, or beſtowed up> ' 
on us ſome ſpecial bleſſing which we 
had much dcfired > but our Heavenly 
father did nat only. do us good in 
* theſe great things, but he was jtilldo-. 
ing us good in a conſtant tenor even-is- 
the leaſt things. 
And as the Lord did ruch for His fear of 
* himin this' kind, . ſo he was very. looſwg 
jezous. of looſing .this ble{fed pri- ant 1 
vitedge; viz. the.ſenſe that he had - 
71 C5; of." 
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of-the love.of God and' the- light of 


his countenance which he walked in. 


There were two things,he aid, that 


he mainly deſired of God 3 the one 
was, that having bzen a Profeſſor of 
Religion ſo long, he might be kept from 


—— ce4alous fins: The other was, 


that God would not hide his face from 
him for he ſaid be was a man of a low 
Spirit, and without Gods preſence be 
could not fubſiſt ; and therefore ( ſaid 
v& 1 ſaw it neceſſary to be kept under 
afflition that T might be humble, for 
God would not reveal himſelf to proud 

ſouls. | he 

Belides this babitual prace and 

afiurance which he enjoyed, he had 


His CoM- jqany particular comforts from the ' 


forts. Lord at ſeveral times and upon 


ſ-veral occaſions, He ſaid there was 


great familiarity between God & his 


people after they had walked much 
with him. When he lay down to 
reſt at night he had uſually that 


promiſe ſpoken over to him, Fear not - 


Abravam T am thy ſhield and thy 


© exceeding great and. rich: reward: 
| When - 
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When he had been defiring ſuctr 
pitches of holineſs, he had often 
ſuch hints as theſe are, IT will ſatir- 
fie thee, When he was under any 
ſpecial aflictions he had ſome ſpecial 
comforts and (upports from God 3 
When the Lord took away his firſt 
wife, he was troubled in himſclt 
about the diſpoſing of his childrenz 
then the Lord comforted him thus, 
They are thine but for a time, but they 
are mine for ever, and this he ſaid 
ſatisfied him. Another time hav- 
iog been exerciſed with a fit of the 
{ione, he wrote to a near Relation 
thus : Theſe are to let you kao how 


 fatherly God dealeth with ns, though 


afflicted yet not forſaken that which 
ſweetens all my afflictions is 1hat 1n- 
ward peace which the Lord is pleaſed 
to give me in all my outward paint. 


- Many more inſtances of this kind 


might be produced, When he was 
in. any ſpecial ſtray or difficulty and 
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needed counſel and direction what paq ro 
courſe to take, the Lord did al- prayer. 


ways firſt orlaft- (after earneſt feek- 
| ing 


' 3s The LifeandDeathof- | 
- ing ofhim)) makeout his way unto 
' him. He.never ſought God in any 
great affair, or extraordinary con- 
cernment but he had ſome anſwer { 
or other from him ; he was ſure 
always to have this general anſwer |] 
that God would do him good, and that | 
he would order things in the beſt . 
| way, and often times he had more 
The D -: particular intimations of the mind 
| rom of God. The Lord did alſo rnany 
| God con- a time give him ſecret hints before- . 
ceruing hand of what he was about to do, 
future © as afterward came to paſs accor- . 
j iy ding to the tenor of theſe Scriptures: 
* dence.,, the ſecret of the Lord is with them [! 
" Plal. 25. that fear him. And, ſhall T bide from 
| Gen. 18. Abraham the thing that Ido, When |] 
17, any great thing was approaching  -|| 
relating to himſclf, his family, or | 
the Church, he had uſually ſome _ 
warning and intimation from God . |} 
-beforchand concerning .it } one . | 
time he was obſerved to be very ſad, 
and in his diſcourſe he would ſay 
that God had ſeemed to intimate to 
him as if ſo be that he intended to | 
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make ſome change in. his-family: 


to moderate-him to theſe earthly 
comforts, or whether the Lord in- 
tended: indeed to take away ſome 
one of his Family, either himſelf or 


whether. this intimation were for : 
trial or no; and the Lord intended 


Ny 


ſome other (he ſaid.) he would not. 


determine; however he made-this 
uſe of-1t to ſet himſelf and his-family 
in order: not long after” the Lord 
took away a near Relation, which 


proved a great affliction to him : 


and long before his own change he 


had many clear intimations of it ; + 


and other inſtances might be giver? 
Cand fome that were more rare and- 


extraordinary) bat that it may not. 


| beſo meet tofmention things of this 


nature, foraſmuch as ſome poſhbly 


might make an illuſe of them; For _ 


indeed this we may ſay of him, al- 


though the Lord did many extra- - 


ordinary things for him, and things 
that were not uſual or common, 
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yet he did not expe them, neither | 
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did he (as Luther lomewhere ſpeaks. .- 
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of himſelf) i3udext with the Lord 
that he ſhould give them unto him, 
much lefs would he boaſt of things 

| of this nature to others. He was con- 
tent with the plain, naked -word, 
he was a great-magnifier of it, there 
all his ſtudy and delight lay, as wil 
appear more hereafter : and al- 
though he met with many extra- 
ordinary things in. his own expe- 
rience, yet he ſpake of them very 
ſparingly, and toa very few. And 
this he did (as he ſaid) partly to 

' avoid the Qccafion of Spiritual Pride 
1a himſelf, partly leati weaker Chrt- 
ſans ſhould be diſcourazed who had 
not atmined to what the Lord had 
don? for him, and partly that ſuch 
who never knew what belonged to 
ſuch things, might not make a 
feoff of them when they heard 

| them. : 

S .c..y; Re was 2 man much 1n Prayer 

EO and Meditation » as for Meditation, 

# Mcditati- the Lord gave him a ſingular Ability 

F 2. that ways and this made him a - 

wiſe Man and a wiſe Chriftian: he fF 
az would 
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would'ſcldom give.an anſwerin any 
ſerious matter: but he would; firſt 


pauſe:a while 3 and he would. fay,. 
he ſhould account it a great, happi- 


neſs, if when ever he were to ſpeak 
in any ferious matter, he might have 


the liberty, or conld remember 


with himfelf, to muſe: for a. little 
{pace- « 2 47 : \; f 
He was much delightedin a fay- 
ing of Dr. Preftous, and did often 
mention it, that the greateſt Mzſers 


were the beſt Artiſts, He was {o much. 


taken up in Meditation that he 
often found himlſelt ſpent by it, and 
he would fay that Meditation was 
a fpexding thing. Before he roſe 
in the morning he would ſometimes 
lie meditating an hour or two to- 
gether : If he were riding or walk- 
ing (if he were not ingaged in 
company and diſcourſe with others) 
he would ſtill be in fome contems 
plation or other. If he were going, 
about ſome worldly affair, he wou'd 
firſt contrive his\ worldly . buſineſs, 
and then he thought he. might be 
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at the more liberty,, and' would: re- 7 

ſerve the- reſt of the time (that he-* 

had free for Meditation' of ſorne 
Divine matter He ſeldom-prayed in 

ſecret, but heuſed ſome meditation” 
before, and' it was 'a memorable 
ſpeech of his, that he preferred a - 

ſhort Prayer af ier long Meditation be-- 

fore a long Prayer without Meditation. 

——— Whenever he had heard: a Sermon, 
he ſpent'a conſiderable time in me- 
ditating of what he had heard: And 

he would fay, if- he:might be in- 

ſuch places where he might have 
opportunities to - hear - moxe fre- 
quently, he ſhould not like 1t fo. 
well to hear much, unleſs he could 

have liberty to digeſt i it by Medita- 

tion. In meditating of the things he 
heard, he would diligently look 

into allthe texts that werc quoted: 

in the Sermon 3 and for this pur- 

pole would often mention that ta-. 

mous inſtance of the men of Berea, 
whom the Holy Ghojt taketh notice 
Lads. 1” þ of tobe more Noble +han thoſe of 


zl. Theſſalonies, for this: very-- cauſe, 
becauſe 
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becanſe they ſearched the Scriptures 


daily, whether thoſe things were ſo. 


This way of Meditation helped nim - 


greatly, inſomuch that by a diligent 
inquiry into the Scriptures that 
were quoted, and muſing upon 
what he had heard, he was carried 
much farther ſometimes then what 


the Preacher himſelf touched-upon 


and when he came to repeat the Ser- 
mons in his family (according as 
his manner was to repeat moſt of 
the Sermons which he had heard 
he always repeated both- the Ser- 
mons on the Lords day, and that 


His way 
in; repeat- 
ing Serm- 
ONSs | 


on the Leqare day, and many a» 
thers which he heard -occaſionally) 
having Mcdirated on them, before- 
hand, he would clear up thoſe 
points that had moſt difhculty in . 
them, or had been more darkly de- * 


livered ; and if the Preacher had 


been of meaner parts and guifts, and | 
the things which had been delivered: 
might not ſeem ſo uſeful, he would - 


{9 explain and illuſtrate that which 


others apprehended the Preacher: 


defective 
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defective in, as that the Sermon 
was always rendred profitable in 
his repetition of it. After the re- 
petition of the Sermons on the 
Lords days, he was- wont to call 
his children and ſcrvants to an ac- 
count,of what they had learned and 
could remember of the things that 
had been taught them 3 When he 
found any that had been careleſs in 
treaſuring up the good word which 
they had heard, he would reprove 
them, and admoniſh them for their 
negligence, and ſhew them the 
danger that they were in by negle&q- 
0g, or not profiting by the means 
of grace > When he found any that 


were more forward and apt to re- . : 


member the things which had been 
taught them, he would commend 
and incourage them, and he would 
often inculcate that ſpeech of our 
Saviour,, To him that hath ſhall 
more be given, but from him that bath 
10 thall be taken away even that which 
he bath. And although he was a man 
of great Authority, and when there 
was 
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| was occaſion, would ſpeak with 
mighty Authority, yet when he 
came to diſcourſe with his children 
and ſervants, about the things they 
had learned, he wcul1 expreſs a 
great deal of familiarity, conde- 
{(ceading in a familiar way to the 
meaneſt of. their capacities, and 
thereby inſinuating himſelf into 
cheir affections, begetting a love in 
them to the word, and taking 
opportunitythereby to make things 
more plain and eafie to their under- 
ſtandings. 


He was much and often in Pray* jj. fre. 
er, ; beſides his exercifes, in ſecret quency in 
and.in the family(of which we ſhall Prayer. 


ſpeak hereafcer)He oftentimes pray- 
, ed with his yokefellow alone, and 
'it any great occaſion had fallen out 
in the day, he would ſtill retire - 
himſelf co ask counſel and a blefling - 
from the Lord : Once every month 
he always kept a private day by 
himſelf (beſides what he did upon 
| particular occafions)to ſeek theLord 
| by faſting and Prayer, the better to 
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prepare himſelf for the Lords-Sup-- 


per, and thenalſo he had much up- 


on his heart the concernments of the- 
Church. And ifever any affliction 


befel him, or his family, or any of 
his relations, his conſtant courſe 


was to {eek the Lord. in an extra» 
ordinary manner. So likewiſe: if 


there were any great buſineſs | he 
was to undertake, or any more 
eminent ſtrait wherein he needed 
Divine counſel:, providence, and 


protection, he ſtill ct apart fome : 


time to {eek God in a more then: 


ordinary manacr, and: his. ſaccels 


Sy _ was an{werable, for-hethad always > 


: one gracious return orother:; Bes. : 


fides the ſet; times: of * Prayer | * 


which he obſerved, he was full of- 


occaſional ejaculations; He was ſel> + 


dom known to be out of a' ſpiritual. 


—_— 


frame, and in that frame his heart ' 


was darting up one holy <jaculation 
or other. He was mofii punctual 
in keeping his:times and. ſeaſons 
for Prayer, reading, and Meditati- 
onz Whatever his worldly buſineſſes 
were 
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were (which were ſometimes many 
and weighty) he was very loth to 
- | abridge himſelf in his wonted courſe 

: | for theſe exerciſes, and if he were 
necellitated at any time to be ſhorter 

he would be ſure to redeem the next 
Opportunity to regain what he had 

been deprived of. He was wont to 

ſay when he did haſten over holy du- 

#ies out of au over eager deſire to follow 

his worldly buſineſs, he did many 

times meet with a croſs in bis buſineſs, 

bat when be did take his ordinary 
' time, God did make his other buſineſs 

#0 ſucceed the better, or elſe his mind 

was brought to ſubmit to the will of 
|] God. 
''| | He wasſeldom known to pray 
| himſelf, or to join with others in His great 
Prayer, but his heart was much ; 1 - _ 
affe&ed, and carried out with qgyres © 
much - holy zeal and fervency;z In 
| his old age his heart would” melt 
frequently, and he would often be x: 
diſſolved into tears, and his affe&i- - 

' ons ſeemed to be as green and vi- 
| gorous as the affections of young 
Converts 
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verts uſe to be. When he joined 
with others he was far from an 
oſcitant and careleſs carriage, His be- 
haviour was fo reverent, and mixed 


with ſo much affection, as that the 


Miniſter under whole Miniſtry he 
fate, wculd profeſs he found him- | 
(clf very much: helped and quick- 
ned by the obſervance of his afte- 
ion : Itat any time he found the 
leaſt decay or deadneſs coming up- 
on him, that was his greateſt 
trouble, and far more then any 
outward affliction. In one of his 
letters he expreſſed himſelf thus; 
having ſpoken before in his letter 
of a bodily diftemper that lay upon - | 
him, he goes on thus, That which | 
troubleth me now i the diſtemper of my 
Spirit becauſe Ifiad my ſelf leſs lively 
in holy things,and mcre unafive then 
formerly. Teſfterday.( bleſſed be God) 
1 found ſome reviving. 

When he awoke in the morning, 


vate Ex* if it were before the ordinary time 
E Ciſes in) 
the mor- 
ning.? 


he was wont fo riſe, his manner 


was toſpend ſome time in medi-- - 


tation 
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tation, and the ſubje& of his Me- 
ditation for the moſt part was 
ſomewhat of the great work of Re- 
demption , and he imployed his 
thoughts principally to meditate. 
on the eternal ſacrifice of the/ Lord 
Jeſus, which was offered up to the 
Father for the taking away of the 
ſins of his peoplez and according to. 
this his own practiſe he would 
counfel his children, every Morning 
20 take a turn at the Croſs of Chriſt, 
and to think of his ſufferings,and that 
would be a means to make them love 
Chriſt the more. When he was 
riſing, and drefſing himſelf in the 
morning,he would let fall ſome holy 


inſtructions or-other on them that 


were about him ; Aﬀer he was 


- ready, his firſt work was to retire 


himſelf into his cloſet where he 
ſpent a conſiderable time infreading, 
Meditation and Prayer ; His daily 
practiſe was to read every morning 
ſome part of the Scriptures with 
ſome commentarie thereupon, and 


after that, to meditate on what he 
had 
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had read, and being much taken 
with the Spirituality and Judict- 
ouſnefs of Calvins expolitions he 
made the greateſt uſc of him to help 
him in the underſtanding of the 
Scriptures, 


His morn- After he had thus finiſhed his 
x ing exer- private exerciſe of Prayer and Me- 
{es 


in 


. ditation on the word he had read, 
the Fami- 


he was wont to call together his 
family,2n1 communicate unto them 
what he had learned from his own 
meditation, and the expoſitions of 
godly Divines on the-word that he 
had read; and what ever his world- 
ly occaſions had been, he would 
ſcarce ever omit this exerciſe with 
hisfamily,but every morning would 
open ſome portion of the Scripture 
to them, and give them ſome ho- 
ly exhortation from itz and this was 
his praQtiſc for 20 or Zo years to- 
gether; Such was his modeſty 
and humility in the managing of 
this work, that although he was 
of a great Judgment himſclf,of long 
Experience and had a deep inſight 
-1nto 
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into. the things of God,. yet he 
would ſay;he would - not take: ups: 
on- him ,to _ interpret the, mean- 
ing .of ſach. or, ſuch. a text, but: 


he would acquaint them whar 


he had learned, from , godly Di- 
vines. . By.. this conſtant courſe 


] of reading, and. daily peruling, the, 
expokttions of, Diyines, joyncd toy. 
octher with his,0wn Meglcation, be | 


\ 
| ecame a man..expert and mighty 
| inthe { Geriphanep : So;that when he 


+ & % 4 


| 
familiar to the capacicy of the mean- 


et. And when he came to make 

applications of things to thoſe of 

his own. family, he would .be ſure 
to conſider what eyery ones conditi- 
. On did require, thoſe whom he 
| feared to! bs fiill in the fate of 
| nature, he would lay open to them 
«x the danger of their condition, and 
T what ad —_ it was for them to 
4 remain 


"ful ability to make ee plain and. 
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 _ .errain out of Chriſt 3 and wha* 
.ever the matter was he had \ been 
ſpeaking of, his exhortation' 
would be ſure always to center 
in'this to preſs them to look after | 
*Chriſt, in whom the Father had : 
aid up all grace, and from whom | 
-they muſt expe to receive all 
grace. His exhortations were fect 
.on with a wonderfulfirange autho- 
-Tity 3 there was ſo great a preſence 
.of God with him, that many (be- 
+fides thoſe of his own family,) who | 
. came occafionally to be in his houſe, | 
will have' cauſe to bleſs God- for | | 
avs: 4-H 6-5-1 
After he had ſpent a quarter ofan | 
'hour or a little more in this way | 
-of exhortation, he would cloſe up 
the mornings exerciſe with pray= 
er, in which he would not be long, 
but his-prayer ' was fo ſubſtantial 
that 'he would comprehend the 
whole of Religion (and as it were a 
body of Divinity) in a ſhort Pray- 
er, His prayer ſeemed-to be no- 
-thing bat digeſted meditation and 
hy Oe ©3255 ear 
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that aQed by the Spirit of Cod. 
Hardly, one: expreſlion cou'd be 

| ſpared,every paſſage had its weight. 
He never uſed a form, but the (ub-- 
fiance and materials of. his Prayexs - 
were for the moſt part the fame, 
| | though heſiilltookin the other ne- 
| cellitys of his family. as the provi- 
i dence of God gave occaſion : Some; 
that have heard him pray have: 
thought they never (aw. grace a&-, 
ing more purely then in his prayer 3 
| | his prayer ſeemed to be the pure 
> | language of grace rather. then of 
nature or of parts. The main. 
ſcope at which his payers was le- 
| | vell'd was the glory of God he was - 
'* | ftill carried above himſelf to eye 
the glory of God, and therefore the 
ſtream of his prayers would uſually 
run thus, Lord glorifie thy ſelf in 
| | our ſalvation, glorifie thy ſelf in be- 
> | ſlowing tb, or that grace. upon #S- 
i | The matterof his prayer was ſtill. 
commenſurate to the word, what 
the word required as duty from 


Chriſtians either in relation to 
D 2 the 
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their general or particalar callings, 
orin relation to the various provi- 
dences they might be under, that 
was ſtill the matter of his prayer. 
One thing he was moſt eminent in, 
hehad a very large and compre- 
henfive Charity, he would Qtill cake 
3nithe concernments of the Catho- 
lick-Church, and he would be ſure 
to-pray for all the cleAtion where 
ever they were, Once he was ob- 
ſerved-to let fall-(uch an expreſſion 
as this in prayer, Wepray thee par- 
don the fins of thine here, and every 
where, and thoſe that ever ſhall 
be. re Ty 
| His even" TInthe evening before Supper if 
17 ing exCr- hecouldobtain anyliberty he'would 
[}- ils ſpend ſome time in reading the 
{ works of ſome eminent Divane ; 
He took moli delight:im Dr.Preftons 
Books 3 and he had been fo con- 


eminent paſſages in his writings be- 
camevery familiar with him after 
that he betook himſelf to his con- 
tant courſe of Prayer and Me- 

wee ditation 


verſant in them that moſt of the. 


UM 
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ditation. Afﬀter Supper he would 
cauſe his childrcn and the young 
{chollars*that- were in his family 
(of which. he was never without 
ſome for many. years, who were 
' ſent to-the Grammar-Schoo!l and 
j wereplaced by their-Parents- in his 
family to enjoy the benefit of his 
infiructions and holy example) to 
| read each of them a Chapter one by 
one; when this was done he wonld 
call together the whole family, and 
then he would ſpend the reſt of 
the evening in Catechiſing of them, 
or elſe in Repetition of fome Sermon 
| that had been preached on the week 
| day. | ; E 
| | When the Sabbath was approach- m heewn 
ing his care was fo prepare for it, ,y. $a. 
i and he would endeavour fo to order hath. | 
his worldly affairs, as that he might 
have difpatcht his buſineſs in ſeafon, 
and ſo have the more liberty in the 
evening to ſet his heart in order for 
the duties of the Sabbath. When 
the Sabbath was come, he would. 
ſpend moſt of the morning in. ſecret 
D 3 prayer 
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prayer and meditation ; and he was 
wont to be ſhorter in the mornings 
Exerciſes with his family Upon that 
day, then at other times, that fo 
they might not be hindered from 
the publick ordinances. His care 


 wasto beat the beginning of Pub- 


Iick worſhip, and he was wont to 
ſay it was more fit that they ſhould 
wait for the Miniſter, then that he 
ſhould wait for thern, and he would 
often mention that exzmple& ſpeech 
of Cornelius We are all here preſent be- 


As 10, Fore God t0 hear all things that are 


VOWED" Pope 3:04 RG IE 


RE 


commanded thee of God. When the 


morning Sermon was done, the 
little time he had before dinner he 
would ſpend in perufing his notes 
of the Sermon, and meditating on 
what had been delivered ; as ſoon 
as dinner was ended, he would re- 
peat the Sermon to his family ; after 
that was done, the time of publick 
worſhip in the afternoon drew on, 


then he would haſten to the Con- 


gregation 3 when publick worſhip 
was ended he would firſt ſpend a 
CONn= 


ON 


Q 
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conſiderable time in ſecret, the ref 
of the evening was ſpent in the re- 
petition of the Sermon that was 
preached in the afternoon, and call- 
ing his family to an account of the 
things they had learned. 


His eſteem and reverence of god- ,,.. ,. 


F ly Minifters was exceeding admi- egeem gh 
rable 3 if a Minifter had been never had of 
fo mean, and of never ſo low parts 8edly Mi- 


niſters, 


vw Vo $55 bw twwd {) gyuies \/ 
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and'gifts he would ſhew a fingular 
reſpedt to him, and according to 
his own example he would be moſt 
frequent in this exhortation, to ex- 
Hort his children to have an high e- 
ſteem of the Goſpel Miniſtry, and 
he would often preſs upon them 
that paſſage of our Saviour, He that 
beareth you heareth me, and he that 
defpiſeth you, weſpiſeth me 3 and be 
that defpiſeth me, defpiſeth him that 
ſent me: He would allo mind them 
of that paſſage of St. Paul, that 
faith cometh by bearing, and hearing 
is of the word of God, He was went 
to'telt them that God could (if he 
had pleaſed) ſpeak to us himſelf 
D 
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:mmediately, but the Lord conde- 
ſcended to our infirmites, and choſe 
 foſpeak to,us by men hke our ſelves, 
!avd tp. this purpoſe he would 
often bring the inſtance of Cornelis, 
the Lord could have ſpoken to him 
himfelf, or cauſed the Angel ro 
ſpeak to him, but he bids him ſend 
for Peter and he ſhould tell him 
what he ought to do. Hecould not 
endure that any ſhould account 
the Miniſft,y Antichriſftian, and he 
would upon all occafions vindicate 
the Authority of the Goſpel- Miziftry 
againſt thoſe that would impugue 
it, and he would fay, wnleſs we ds 
firmly believe the Miniſtry to be the 
' appointment of Feſus Chriſt we. can- 
not ſo profit by it as we ought to 
do 


He would fay it was lawful for 
us to covet the beſt gifts, if we 
might enjoy them, but we muſt 
not deſpiſe the meaneft : he ſaid, 
when you come to the: Ordinance, the 
buſineſs is between God and you, and 
Thether the inſtrument be of meaner 
or 
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or —_— arts, yet this the por- 
e301 that God will give out: He likes 
wilſeſaid that there was not the mean- 
eft Sermon that ever he heard but the 
Lord did him good by it. 
Another paſſage which he let 


fall was very remarkable, 1Yhen I 


meet with a Sermonthat doth not like 


me, T firſt look into my ſelf to ſee if * 
there werenathing amiſs there, and if © 
there were ns fault there, I would: then : 


' ſean it over again. He would fay. 


we many times blame the Mmifler : 
when as the fault is our 'own *that 


we have not prayed for him as we 
ſhould have done; His love to the 


word was ſuch, that although there - 
were two Miniſters in the yu | 


where he lived which ſupplye 
Lords day, and a le&ure once in 
the week, yeteven in his old age he 


the... 


 wouldride fix or ſevenmiles to cnjoy-. 


the benefit of the weekly- LeFure that..: 


was at Exeter. 
His defires - were carried out 


much in order to the. Converſion 


of fouls 3 there was ſcarce a prayer 
D'5- that 


Aln—_—  » II 


His defire +- 
of rhe con- ; 
verſion of '* 
Souls»: - | 
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that he made, but he "would pray 
with great affeGion for thoſe of 
his family, and all others that be- 
longed to Gods ele&ion that were 
yet uncalled in,in all his exerciſes in 
his family his main drift lay that 
way, he would fiill be ſpeaking 
ſomewhat that might make them 
ſee their need of Chriſt, and the 
main thing he would preſs. upon 


them was that they would labour | 


o:get into Chrift, and to make ſure 
of Chritt. 
His Cont® He was very tender and compatſio- 


paſſion tc* nate tothem that were under tem- | 


ward ſuch ,.;n.and diſire(s of Conſcience, 8 
by: ſeveral that were under trouble of 
remptati- mind did reſort to him, and ſome 
on. did abide in his family for a ſcaſon 
| the better to enjoy the benefit of his 
Prayers and counſclls, and the Lord 
was pleaſed ſo far to hear his pray- 
ers and to bleſs what he fſpake to 
them, as they - went away , with 

more Peace and {atisfaction, 


His own G - 
remprati- 0© others 10- their temptations fo 
ons - -. he 


4 


And as'he bare a tender reſpect : 
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he was not without his 'own, tettiþ= 
tations It .is true, his aſſurance 
touching his efate, that remained 
firm and unſhaken. Once indeed 
(he ſaid) in a ſickneſs he had a very 
ſirong aſſault from the Enemy. but 
it was but ſhort 3 the temptation 
was, that he was an Hypocrite, and 
all that he had done was in Hypo 
cryfie 3 hereupon the Lord put it 1n- 
to his heart, that ſuppoſe it ,were 
ſo, yet now he ſhould caſt bing 
«pon the grace of God in Chrift, and 
immediately the temptation. vaniſh- 
ed; but though hehad not many 
aſſaults of this kind, .yet he -was 
not without his other temptations. 
The. great temptation that he com» 


59 


plained of in his elder years was -: 


Infidelity. . A-year or | two - befare 


his death he complained .to- a near _- 


| Relation that he had been troubled 


with temptations that were very 


- gricvousand bitter to him, and the 
;temptation was, . whether. there 
-was {ucha one as Chrift or no, and 
-whethet there had been ſuch 


adions 
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aGions done by him : the next mor- 


ning after the temptation had been | 


upon him, theſe words wete ;drop- 
ped into him, I 'was Crucified for 
thee, 1 have ſhed my blood for thee, 
this brake and melted his heart cx- 
ceedingly, that when his tempta- 
tion was of fo grievous a. nature 
that the Lord ſhould fo condeſcend 
unto him, and when he ſpake of 
it, he ſpake of it with Tears. 

. He had alſo ſeveral other Cox- 
Firs infomuch that he once break 
out into this expreſſion, Oh it is 
" bardkeping up until we come toheaven 
3 is hard fighting. Another paſſage 
he had to this purpoſe, Before we 
receive the Crown we muſt ſtrive and 
finiſh cur conrſe, temptations will a- 
riſe, but bleſſed is the man that en- 
dureth temptation, for when be is 
tried be ſhall receive the Crown of Life. 
He faidhe had'been ten yearsfiriving 
againſt one corruption, and at latt 
the Lord brake the neck of it. An- 
other time he faid I have been ftri- 


ring againſt the beighe of my = 1 
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theſe forty years. And as he had  _. 
his ink cnr PR ſo he was (l- dmg 
dom' without ſome outward trial © - 
or afflittion; He fajd it was one of his 
exerciſes every morning, to exped what 
God might try him with in the day, 
either affliftions or temptations ;' and 
he had another paſſage ro the fame 
purpoſe, I thought. 1 had undergone 
many trials, ſo tbat now I might 4 
hope to be quiet, but ſtiil the Lord pro- 

vided fome new. In a Letter of his to 

a near Relation, he'ſaid that bis life 

it was made up of mixtures of iu- 
conragements aud difficulties s In the 

fame letter he adds, IT do think it 

may be much conducing wo tbe glory 

of God-and to our advantage if we 

ftill expe ſuch mixtures, knowing 

thatwe are thereunto appointed, and 

that ſa we may inevery days ſucces 

intreat the Lord for grace ſuitable t0 

our infirmities and neceſſities : where- 

as if we ſhould limit the almighty to 

have our wills ſatisfied, we may difſ- 

pleaſe bim, and create croſſes td our 

ſelvet, And as he was _— 

IO If gn _ - with- 
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Thebene without ſome exerciſe of afMiction 


by affi&- or other, ſo his a{flitions were of | 
j0n. lingular uſe co: him, he faid when | 
ever be was out of the way, the Lord | 
ſhewed him<clearly that be was ſo, and | 
that this or that was not right; and 
- uſually hedid it by affliion 5 and | 
this was :one- of his experiences | 
whichwas remarkable, be ſaid, be 
never had any Chaſtiſement in all bis 
life but the ford had ſhewed him ſome 
miſcarriage by it. His afflictions made 
him pray much, and that was his 
conſtant courſe, when any great 
» trial or affliion befell him, to fet 
a part ſome time to ſeck God inf 
an extraordinary manner ; His | 
great prayer when he 'was under | 
afflition-was,that he might be made | 
partaker of Gods Holineſs by it. When 
his family had been viſited with 
the ſmal-pox, he ſaid, he had been 
mightily ſtirred up to pray that 
this Viſitatzen might end in the Re- 
Formation of the family, and. that 
they might ſet to the woxk' of God 
{ with all their inight, and this was 
; uſually 
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uſually the fruit of all his afliions 


 toquickenhimto more aCtivity in 


the ways of God. When wne of 


His relations had been fick, he wrote 


thus to him, Truly I perceive the 


Lords mind is to wean us from the 


world and from ſelf, now the Lord 
accompliſh the good pleaſure of bis W 


in xs to the utmoſt that we may cleave 


. #nto him wholly and fully by the wiſ- 


dome and ftrength of the Lord Feſus 
1 us > be not diſmaid as your affliti- 
ons Gag will turn them to good, A 
few years before his death the Lord 
was pleaſed to try him, by ſuffering 
his houſe to be on fires this fire 
happened on a Saturday night a- 
bout ten of the Clock in the night, 
his family being the moſt of them _ 
in bed, and himfclf aſleep : Being © 

awakened out of ſlcep, by ſomethar 
firſt deſcried the danger, and 
called upon him to arife for hys pre- 
ſervation 3 the firſt thing that the 
Loxd put into his thoughts ''was 
that in. the mid#. of Fudgment be 


world remember Mercy , and the 


Lord 


64 


' all his goods were removed out 'of 


The Life and Death of 


Lord was pleaſed to an{wer his 
prayer eminently, for only his 
out- houſes-were conſumed, and his 
dwelling. houſe was preſerved, 
which yet was joyning with the 
other; andin an apparent danger 
but that the providence of God 


was wonderfully ſeen in its preſer- 


Fation, many of his friends, and 
neighbours, and of the poor people 
of the town came to his aſhifiance 
in this time of diſtreſs, and though 


the houſe, and thoſe which were 
poor and neceflirous might have 
caken ſeveral things, yet ſuch was 


" the love and reverence which the 


| they had of his Charity and readi- - 


/ 
t | 


ople of the place did generally 
ar to him, and the experience 


neſs to do them good, 'that there 
was not one that had a heart or an 


hand to take any thing that was. 
his,®but all his goods that were: 


carried forth were preſerved intire, 
without ſo much as the.loſs of any 
one thing: but this did not comfort 


\ . 
him 


- 
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him ſomuch, as that che fire was 
queached ſo ſeafonably,and thingsfo 


friends as that he and his family 
had the liberty to attend apon the 
Ordinances the next day, and to 
keep the Sabbath according to: his 
wonted manner. This afflition 
of the fire he attributed to the neg- 
k& of a duty in not putting away 
a ſervant (whom he had often ad- 
moniſhed but was not reformed) 
having had thoughts and refolu- 
tions often of putting him away, 
but being /ack in performing his 
duty herein he conceived that this 
| was the reaſon why the Lord fo 
corrected him. Another time when 


; the Lord had made ſome breac# 


,. | upon hiseſftate, and he had ſuffered 


| a conſiderable loſs, he ſaid 2he Lord 
had ſhewed him, that if be leaned 
#00 much upon theſe things be would, 
take away all. At another time he 
ſpeaking concerning aMfMlitions in 
the genera] he had this-expretiion, 
for mine own part 1. do  achnowledg » 
tbe 
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the plory of God that our only wiſe |an« 

God and 'htavenly father hath taken bis 

the beſt courſe with me, Ob bow lazy| t 

had 'T been and worldly, if the Lord he 

| hadnot hedged up my way, but bleſſ-] co 

ed be God that will not ſuffer me 10d 

live after the flcſh. yoF 

He was very apprehenſive of the | gr 

.. obſer. caſt mercy, and 2 curioxs obſerver of | h« 
vine God Cvery patfage bf Providence. When|| re 
in all his his houſe had been in danger off tl 
Providen- being fet on. fire at another time} 
CES, and writing ofit to ancar Relation, 
he expreflſed hitnſelf thus, the Lord 

makews really thankful, ant teach ns 

to render For all mercies and deive- 

rances, eſpetially for that great de» 
lzverance from wrath to come, and for 

the "hope of tternal life which God 

that tanndt Iye hath promiſed. Much 

of his walking, with God Jay in 
this, he was vety curious to ob- 

ſerve the leaſt check, or rebuke from 
providence in every thing that be- 

fell him'; and if he met with the 

leaſt croſs he- would preſently go 

and huthble himſelf betore the Lord 


and 
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7;/e jand pray that he might underſtand 
ken ſhis meaning in tt. ' 
2y | His great Scope and defign was, that The Con- - 
4 he might glorifie God in the whole _—_ 
N= courſe of his converſation, he fiu- mw" = 
to} diouſly watched and obſerved all gjor fie 
{ opportunities for that end 3 and his God. 
he | great prayer was that where ever 
of | he came he might either do good or 
en-þ receive'good; And he would pray 
of | thit we might not only glorifie 
ez} God, but that we might glorifie 
n, | him intentionally. And as this was 
-d4| his prayer, fo all that converſed 
z&r | with him, did-ealily perceive that 
2- | this was his deſign 3; he did not 
» | ſpeak of the things of God exffo- 
r | marily, and becauſe others did, 
but it opportunity were mot offered, 
he would ſeek it to faften ſome 
good diſcourſe upon 'thoſe that 
were in company with him before 
he parted from them. The Mz- 
xiſter that preached at his Funeral 
| had this paſſage concerning him, 
| © The general Bent and Bials of his 
1 © Spirit was toward God and to- 
| * wards 
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<* ward his name, the very quinte-|,,,. 
© ſence of his Spirit was carried that,..; 
« way, and that intenſively and . 
* conſtantly; 1 did never obſerve}, 
* in him, that ever he intended}, 
©* any thing more, or minded any 
© thing fo much as the glory of}, 
* God did you converſe with him}; 
< about worldly affairs he would 
&* reduce you by little and little to 
«* ſome heavenly diſcourſe, there 
* would all the lines of his Cir- 
* cumference ccnter. His humi- | 
lity indeed and modeſty was great, 
it he were in the companyof godly 
Miniſters, or others that he took | ; 
to be his ſuperiours, he would firft } , 
wait to ſee whether they would f 
ſpeak any thing for edification, if 
he perecived them to be filent ' 
or more ſlack, he would endeavour | | 
to ingage them in good diſcourſe, | | 
or elle before they parted would |, 
ſet it on foot himſelf, And if he 
had been long in company with 
others and nothing had been ſpoken 
to edification, it was a great 
| trouble 
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Mr. John Rowe. © 
rouble to him. When he ſpake-of 
he things of God, heſpake of them 
with great | Majeſty and Amtbority ; 
he was ſeldom known to ſpeak of 
the things of God, but the weight 
of the things he ſpake of was upon 
his Spirit, and he {pake as a, man 
that had his heart wholly taken up 


an them, Religion and the things 


of God were become as. it were 
aatural to him; and look what 
vehemency of Spirit and intention 
of afteCtiohs' others do diſcover in 
the proſecution of their other af- 
fairs, the ſame did he mamafefi in 
the ways of God 3 his heart 'was 
ſtill afte&ted when he ſpake of -the 
things of God, and as he was af- 
feed himſelf, ſo he did for the moſt 
part affe& others : When he ſpake 
by way of connſel or reproof to any, 
he would chooſe as much: as might 
betoſpeakin the words of Scrip- 
ture, - that ſo (as he faid) they - 
might rather hear God ſpeaking then © 
hear him ſpeaking, and fo confe- 
quently what was ſpoken might 

ethos carry 
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carry. the more authority in ma- 
naging of reproofs, he would uſe ** 
great. wiſdome and compalhzon, his, 

reat.cars was to, order his: reproofs | # 
\— that it might. appear he did no *! 
way aim at the diſgrace of the per- fo 

fon that was reprpved, but only. at j © 
| | his reformation, and his.Souls good. | *: 
| And as, he-was, a faithful ;reprover 
of others, fo he loved ;reprook him- Fe 
ſelf, he often faid he. bad mee. but e 
with one in.all his life that would be || 
ſo faithful a friend as 0 tell bim of || )' 
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other. world. At another time he had a. 
ſpeech to this purpoſe, Surely, , | 
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bere(more then needs we muſt )the more 
like we are #0 that life. 'Another* 
time he faid, Tom aſhamedvery much 


| ſometimes that I ſhowld: delight in the 


creature ſo much. and delight in_ God 
20 more. One time when ſome of his 
children were cotning to viſit him, 


fearing otitof his podly "jeafonfie left” 


they might be tranſported too'much 


with a meer natural and carnal 


Joy, and not make that heavenly 
and ſpiritual improvement. of their 


meeting; he writes thus" to: them 
before their comming, hu: Moſes 
| ard Elus appeared in 'gliry at'ahe * 
| glorious tranſfiguration of Chrift it : 
| the Mount, the talk they bad (as St. 


Luke faith) was toxching the deceaſe 
of Chriſt, which he ſhould accompliſh 


atJerufalem3' and we among (other  _. 

things ) may thence alſo-learn that” 

it is an beayen-like diſpoſition in midft 

of all our earthly enjoyments to wow; 
and 


and talk of our departure bente ; And, 
as I write this to you, fo I ſpeak. Lþ F 


| | 71 
God ſhall be all in all bereafter, the 
| leſs we have to do with the creature 
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bere that both you aud 'we may mingle. 
aur meeting bere on earth 'with Such: 
thoughts and diſcourſe as, may .miti-! 
gate the preſens bitternefy of ax y affli>: 
ding providence, and may conain Oar! 


Spirits in an even temper by tbe exe. 


peftation of that unimerrupted.. and. 
eternal joy. that we hope one day to: 


enter into when we. ſpall meet, never | 


more, #0, be ſeparated. . In anothex 
of his lettcrs he exprefled hiafelf 
thus, Ie have but an. inch of time: 


onearth, and then we enter into. e- 
tertity 3 Qh. then let us pray. conti; ; 
nually, effefiually, > fervently, that (| 
eur . way , may . be. right, ad our . 


bearts wpright ta the . finiſhing of, all, 
bis . wills in duty according : to' 


our relations unto all welt-: -plea- 


and failing, and though none "was. 


: ever known to. be more Charitable. 


to, others,” and to make a more. 

Charitable - confiruttion of what. 

was done by others, yet none was 
ever 


"He wana man of 2 very. >" wy 
Conſcience, | ſenſible of the, leaft. ſip 
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ever more ſevere againft himſelf, 
orrmore curious to eſpy the leaſt 
ſinful defet or irregularity in him- 
ſelf ; when he perceived the ebul- 


litions of pride, 'ſelf-love, covetouſ<. 


neſr, infidelity : When he ſaw the 
leaſt mixture of carnal and felf- ends 
in his geed ations : When he ob- 
ſerved how prone he was to be byal- 
ed by maxn-fearing;and; man-pleaſing 
(as he expreſſed it) from his dutiy;: 


' This was an inexpreſfible trouble 


to him, and he would bewail theſe 
things with more bitterneſs then 
many are wont to do. their grofler 
fins : If he had at any time una- 
wares and of a ſudden ſpoken(al- 
though others it may be apprehend- 


ed it was not (ſo) an awucome! 

as he thought, unſujrable to Ea 
vitywhich he conceived became him 
as a Chriftian, he would bewail it 
great! nd could neyer be at ref 
in himſelf, till he had prayed the- 
perſons that he ſuppoſed #might | 


| take offence would paſs it. by.. He 


would be often complaining of his 
E 7n- 
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infirmities, it was rare fo hear him 


ſpeaking of his comforts or ſpiri-} 


tual joys, but he would be vcry 
frequent in diſcovering what he 


found amiſs in hiofeltz and many} 


things that are very much ſleighted 
by others were curiouſly obſerved 
by him. In one of his letters he 


expreſſeth himlſelt thus, My unthank- | 
fulncſs (beſides my other ſinful infir- | 


mities) grieveth me ſore, and TI am 


jealons of my ſelf leaſt the fear of the 
Rod &o trouble me more then my. grief | 
for fin. Inanother letter he hath | 


this paſſage, T have found and do 
find a great difficulty (as in other 


things, ſo) inihis of health, to beep 


that narrow way of the Lord, for 


T find by woful experience that I am 
often ſlipping out either by too much 
- Indulgence, or too much ſeverity, 


which may rather be termed cruelty, 
the Lord inake ws wiſe to' amgid both 


theſe extreames. Nis great Tare was 
to keep himſelf not only from ſuch * 
, thingsms were in themſelves ſinful : 
.and z1lawful;, but to abftain from ' 


all 
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occaſion of offence from 'thole that 


| experience that the great: difhculty 


 utfarwavres overtaken this way ſometime 


| by the leatling afide of his \ ow9 
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all appearance of evil, and to cut oft 


might ſeek ir, or be apt ta take it. 
He faid he had found by many: years 


that lay upon the Saints, 1t was in 
the uſe of things lawful and indiffe- 
rent, and he faid, he had often been 


corrupt natare which was ever milling 

to r2he the Larget fize, and ſometime 
by the miſtaking 'of others who had 

miſapprebended his imtentions and 

made an el conflruction of his ations, 

yet Gold hereby. had made bim more 
wiſe and eircumſpet. Hereupon 

he would adviſe to forbear a lawful! 

reereation at ſome time and place, ra- 

ther, then by the uſe of our Chriſtian 

liberty occaſion the cenſures of any that 

were looſe and large walking, though 

unjuſtly raiſed. 

Another ching wherein the emi-' 2 
nency of the grace of God in-him m__- 
appeared, was the Refiznation ' of c 1F Re 
himſelf and all he had to the »i# of Hgnation. 

E 2 God, 
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God, the nature of grace is very 
much ſeen in this, which we will 
as God wills, and. our wills do fol- 


low and not- anticipate the Divine 


and zxcreated-will, this holy man 


-attained a great excellency- in this 
-kind; it was his great. exerciſe to 
pray up his will into a. one-nefs 


with the will of God, he- obſerved 


#t was very incident to our natures to 


defire to bring down Gods will to ours, 
but it was much better for #s to pray 


wp our willsinto his : when any difh- 


culty lay before him, and his z«- 


-twral affettions and -inclinations 
would have carried him ſuch a way, | 


His firſt work was not--to. pray fo 


much that he might obtain F 
 - -that which nature would defire, 


but that his will might be broughc 
up to.the will of God, and that his 
Spirit might be brought to.an: holy 


-1ndiftcrency, and the Lord did 


eminently anſwer him. herein z for 


-before the iſſue of providence .was 
diſcovered this .will was: uſually 
:brought up to the will of God, and 


in 
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in ſeveral great Caſes and emergen> 
cies in his life wherein he was much 
concerned, he hath been known t5 
ſay, Fonehing #he iſſne and ſucceſs 
of ſuth a buſineſs I have received pory+ 
er through grace to acquieſs in the will 
of God when it is manifeſt, And as it 
was his great exerciſe to Ee much ity... 
{:1f-reſignation ſo he made it his en- 
deavour to refizn. all he had unto . 
the Lords: diſpoſe. After he had - 
heard of the welfare of ſore of his 
Children, he thus expreſſed himſelf, 
And now what thanks can I render t9 
God for you all, only I defire to pive 
you all up to God thatbatb given you 
to me. for a time ; His advice alſo-to 
his Children was to follow his ex- 
ample herein, and to give up their 
neareſt-comferts-to the: Lord das- 
be © 
n His great deſire was to be ſpiri- 
tual in all he- did, and that grace 
and not-nature or flefhly wiſdom 
might ſway him in every thing. 
When a near Relation defired his 
advice and connſel in a bufineſs-of 
| ET COn>: 


_— mare 2nxhs he. = > 4 G—— = 


? 


: 
| 
|. 
| 
| 
| 
8 
| 


s 


TheLife and Death of 
concernment, before he came to 
give his advice he faid, Gh that I 
might be wholly ſpiritual that #0 car- 
nal reſpects might blind mine eyes, and 
this was his conftant courle,. when 
ever he was ingaged in any dithcul- 
tz, or to manage any bulineſs 
wherein he might be much con- 
ccrned as to the iffue of It » his 
firſt care wes to mind his duty, and 
to fudy which way grace would 
teach him to act, and his great 
care was that grace might have the 
principai ſway in all his actions, 
that ſoit might appear to himfelf 
and othcrs , | that not his nataral 


aff<Cions or the principles of fleſhly | 


wiſdom and carnal policy, but grace 


and the word o£ God had lcd him | 


forth to what he did. He was 
wont to fay that Duty was ours, bat 
the iſſues and ſucceſſes' of things be- 
longed to God, we ſhould therefore 
ſtudy what our own duty was, 
and leave the iſſue and ſucceſſes. of 
of things to God. When one had 
dchired his advice in a bufinefs of 

1Nn- 
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nportance and great difhculty, he 
wrote thus, This one thing let us 
with inceſſant importunity crave of 
the Lord, that in thu as in all other 
things he would teach us the way we 
ſhould go, and that we may walk with 
God, and follow him fully.in the _in- 
tegrity of our hearts, and then leave © 
the ſucceſ7 on bis care who is the only - 
= e and Almighty and our Fa: 
wer, - 

His advice was, that in all Caſes gisadvice 
of Conſcience we (ſhould: ſeek reſo- how to 
lation from the word, and in djfi- nder- | 
cult caſes we ſhould ask the counſel —_ I 
of ſome faithfui Miniſter, For (faid Godindif- - 
he ) the Pricſts lips muſt fre- ficul: Ca- 
ſerve knowledge, and we were to en- \<&- 
quire the law at bis month, and Gad 
bad appointed paſtors and- teachers: for 
the perfeding of the Saints, and tor 
that advice we were to take from 
godly Miniſters he_ would ſay, that 
which they ſpake out of the Pu'pit 
was to be preferred before that whisb 
they ſpaks occaſionally and in a more 
private way of difeourſe. for it was tobe 

2 E- 4 ſuppoſes 
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| Suppoſed that they bad conſulted much 
with God, and had ſtudied au1 
prayed bard for that which they had 
delivered in pmublick, 'and therefore || 
more authority was tobe given to it, 
then to any gccaſional or ſudden coun- 
ſel. Helaid alſo that for a right 
underſtanding of the mind of Ged 
in difficult caſes,the beti way was to 
reduce things to their firſt Original, 
and the firit beginning they had 
from God, and to look to the firſt 
| foundation of th:m. He” 

His Deſire His detire was to be always in 
to be al- th: exerciſe of grace, and: to mind 
epeyeom and attend preſent duty : He was 
"or muchdelighted in the ſaying of a 

grace, godly Miniſter, which afterward 
| he was wont to uſe in his familar 
diſcourſe that a Chriftian ought al- 
rays to be in duty; according to this 
he. made it his great ſtudy to con- 
ſider what it was that God called 
him to at prefent, and what the. , 
preſent daty, was that God put him 
upon. When he went to vilit any, 
he would conſider what his call 
Was 
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 teſs and complemental viſus, as things 


make his particular calling ſubſer- 


: : 1 | lis - 5 
ally natural to him, that he ſeemed ,:** _— 


Mr. John Apwe---. 7 3% 
was-to go, and what opportunity. - 

he might have to do or receive 

good, and he much bewailed zeed- 


which did eat up and conſume much 
Precious time, when. he uſed any 
bodily exerciſe or lawful recreation, 
he would: do this as duty, b2cauſe 
he faid it was the will of God we 
ſhould preſerve health, and when 
he followed his earthly affairs, he 
would do- this as dxty becauſe he 
faid it is the will of God. that we 
tould honour him in a- particulor 
calling., . His great care was fo | 


vient to his general calling; he would 
ſti]] endeavour to manage and order 
his earthly affairs fo as that they 
might not intrench upon the duties 
of Religion,. nor he be abridged of 
fit and convenient - time. for "tire 
more immediate ſervice of God. £ 

Religion was become ſo ſpiritu- HOW na- | 
to be wholly turned into it 3- whit "= To. 
ever he did, and ſpake, for the moſt him, 

E $: - _ purt 
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part, did not only favour bf grace; 
but it ſeemed to be wholly gnided 
and aQcd by grace. . Grace ſeemed 
to have made a perfe& conqueſt of 
zatxsre,not but-that he had the rem- 
nants of the body of death which 
he complained of as bitterly as any, 
but grace had. fo great fway "and - 
command in him that there was 
———— littleelſe but grace appeared to the 
vicw of others. 
He faid, heretofore when he was 
earnal be could have wiſhed many. 
f the Commandments. razed ont of 
he book of Ged, but now he found 
bi:.h:art in ſome meaſure made ſu 
| tableto the Law. He thought his 
heart never 1a a right temper but 
when he could delight in the ways 
of God, and would frequently 
anention thfat Scripture, bleffed i 
the man that feareth the Lord, that 
delighteth preatly in his Command- 
ments: Such was. the delight and 
compeacency that he took in the 
ways of God; and the fatisfaQtion | 
| that he found in them, that not © 
| many ; 
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years beforehhis death, he had ſuch 


a ſpeech. as this, which he ſpake 
with much folxmnity, 1f 7 were 
ſarethat as the beaſt-dies, ſo -dres the 


man, yet wonld T not chuſe tobe other | 


ſe then:T am: + 

Amongltthoſe mahy graces. that 
he was:Eminent for: ' that :which 
fecmed to be moſt eniinent :in him 
was his Faith and [:v3ng wpon-Chyiſt, 
this was:the true root trom :whence 
his. othergreatattainments:inChri- 


ſitanity.digariſe. It wads:the.igreat 


exercite of his life to.go-wholly out 


_ cf himfelf; and tolive. wholly upon 
' Chrift for all. His: moſt-familiar 


exprethons in prayer were: ſuch as 
theſe) Take ww wholly ont bf folf;, and 


let: ou. wholecideprndunce ber upon | 


Ghrift.: Maheas one Spirit with 
Chriſt, ant let us be atitd by bis Spis 


rit, that ſo 'we may nt live fo much 


as Chriſt: may live in us. It hatb 


pleoſed the Father that init him 1 all 


fulneſs fhontd dwell, out fabia fuls 

wes 11ct' n9- reve 'grace: for! grace': 

Thou _ appointed him 110+ be _ 
m, 


His- living. 
by Faith 
on Chriſt. 
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dom, righteouſneſs, ſanilification, all 
in all unto thy people, make. bim ſo 
to #5, This was his conſtant and. 
moft familiar language, and as ; the 
Benz of his Spirit lay moſt «this 
way ſo he accounted this his greateſt 
perfection. . It was a memorable 
ſpeech that he uſed to ſome that had 
a great eſteem of him for that 
fiogular holineſs and fandity that 
they knew to be in him, The higheſt 
thingthat-T have tttainedunto, it 45 ito 


£9 quite and clean out of my.ſelf;and to 


roll my ſelf-wholly upox: the. grace of 
God in Chrift. After all the grace he 
had attained unto, he accounted. it 
his greateſt perfection to deny.hims 
{:H andto live wholly-upon' Chrift 
herein-tmitating the bleſſed: Apoſtle; 
who, . after the greateſt mealuxes | 
of holineſs that he had attained, yet - | 


made it hz« great: delire to be found. 


in Chiift. This holy.man was fo 
corious.in.this point of hving | i114 
tircly.upon Chrill;as:that Þcinevcr 
fuſpeaed himſclt more; or thought 
worſe of. . ham{elf; then: when.: he. 

| tound 
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fonnd a ſecret inclination ta look te 
lomewhat in himſelf, and' could 


not find himſelf fo clearly brought 
offto.adts of ſelf-denial. .' One paſ- 


Gage of his was very.remarkable. to- 
-this.:purpoſe, TI bave. been; apt $0 
queſtion my condition much of late, be- * 


eaxſe when I have found things amiſs 
within me, and have found out: any 
ſalve I would be quiet, and: did: not 
deny: my ſelf fallyto reſt: on. the grace 
of God: in Chrift. The great coun- 
fc} which he would. :ever be mcul- 
cating on his children, 'it was that 
they ſhould labour to deny them- 
fſelves-more and more, and ſtudy 
Chriſt, and learn. him more and 
more. He-was ſcarce ever known to 
give any holy.exhortations to any 
(19. which he was moſt frequentand 
abundant ):but fill he would : be 
ſure 10 the: cloſe to admoniſh them 


to look to Chriſt for all. grace 3 and- 


what everdutyHhe had beenexhorting 
them.untos: he would fill put them 
in. remembrance.that the grace and | 


© firength by which thay were to iper- | 


form 
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perform this, was tobe expected 
from-Chrit alone. | 


| And as he was eminent forhis liv 
Ris living ng Þþy faith on the Perſon of Chriſt,lo 
by Faith Hhkewiſe he was eminent for his 


living by faith on the. Promiſes, and 
refting-.upon the Lord: in; all his 
firaits3" when he could but: (take 


{:nctuary in fome promiſe; and find: 


cut forme word:of God for his- faith 


to reſt 'upon, :he:thought himſelt 


fecare 3 he was delighted..in. he 
mentioning of that:paſſage of. Ab#a+ 
ham, that Abraham gave God gle+ 


ry by: believing, he thought. that 


the higheſt way of honouring; God 
It was by truſting of him on &13 
naked 'word- and promiſe.. Ic is 
true he was often aſfaulted by:temp- 
tations of infidelity (as hath-been 
hinted before_) but theſe were.but 
occaſions to make him pray 'more 
tervently, and his Faith pot the 
geeper root in the conclufion z.the 
main ſiream' of: his prayers 1n: his 
elder years ran-. this way, '#hat* be 
might not: ſtagger. 'at: the - promiſe 
tbrough 


Mr. Joby” Awe: 


through wnbeſief, that he might be 
eftabliſhed in Faith, and -that. bis 
Faith might mat fail: and the -Lord 
heard him herein, for his Faith 
held out in its ſtrength to the very 
laſt,as will appear when we cometo 
relate the paffagesot his death. When 
ever he was-1n\any ſtrait or difhcul- 
ty and knew not which way to- 
turn, the Lord bare up his. heart 
in belicving that he would: make 
out his way at laſi, and provide 
for him ſome way-or. other. One 
time: having complained to a- near: 
Relation of ſome touches. of the 
ſone-and:other infirmitics that he 
laboured under ; he added, . Bt 


the Enrd Supports mein whom I truſt 


alſo that he will ſupport me. When 
he told his: friends that: he. endea- 
voured to anſwer their defires in 
praying for them, he would fay he 
did indeed pray for them daily 
but it was with much wealmnefs and 
infirmity,. yet (aid he); our truſt 
is of acceptance in the Lord. Jelus 
which fitteth at the right hand - 
1 
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the Father and maketh requeſt"for 
UC 
But that which was the-Crown'. 
His ſngu- and Ornament of his- other graces, 
lar Hut was his ſingular bumility- - As his 
eo graceand experience was extraOr- 
dinary, ſo he had a more then-or- 
dinary meaſure of humility. No 
expreſſion was tnore familiar with 
' him then- that of the Apoſtle; ac- 
counting himſelf the chief of Sin- 
Hers, There was no corruption 
that he-did oppoſe or fet Inmſelf 
againſt more then Spiritual Pride. 
He would often mention chat: paf 
ſage of St. Peter, God refifteth-the 
proud, but giveth grace to the bumble : 
when ever he begged any other _ 
grace from God, he would flill 
beg humility as that which muſt 
prepare him, and make him capable 
of receiving that grace, His ex- 
preſlions in prayer were ſuch as 
theſe, empty us of ſelf, that we may 
be full with thy fullneſs : that we 
may receive more-grace, make us more 
bamble. And as he was mol — 
Goh a 


, 
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fil againſt Spiritual' pride in him- 


ſelf, fo he would warn and ad-_ 


month others eſpecially to watch 
againſt this corruption, Wateb 


(aid he) againſt. that fliratagem of 


Satan, wherewith be uſhally aſſaulteth 
Souls in the growth of Spiritual guifts, 
which +5, to puff them #p, Another 
time he ſpake to this purpoſe, 4s 
be ſaid, fight not againſt ſmal nor 
great, but only againit the King of 
Iſrael, ſo ſay I, above all fight againſt 
ſelf and pride, Writing to a near 
Relation, he had this expreſſion, 
Truly T find in every days ſucceſs 
the Ebmllition of that: remainder of 
Pride-in me, and I rejoyce at your 
ſenſibility of it, and Thave you in re- 
membrance as to this very thing T 
think I may ſay daily. But as this 
holy man 'was moft ſenſible of -the' 
ſtirring of Pride in himſelf, fo' by 
his long anddaily praying and firi- 
ving againſt it, he got fo great a 
victory over it, that others that be- 
held him never ſaw greater demon- 


3 ftrations of humility then in him.He 


was 


90 
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was never - known to boalt of his 
own excellencies, but. he would 
often ſpake of his infirmities, that 
ſo, as he ſaid, God might have: the 


more glory, and bimſelf ſhame. When 


he ſpeak for God, or in the cauſe 
of God, he would ſpake with as 
great Majelly and authority as 
ever any of ſoprivate a capacity as 
he was, was known to do; when 
heſpake of any thing relating to 
himſelf, he wou'd fti]] abafe him- 
felfand manifeſt the greateſt Jow- 
lineſls of mind and felt-denial 3 and 
he loved. not that . others ſhould 


think too highly -of him : To one | 
that had a great eftcem of him. for - 


that grace of God that did fo emi- 
nently appear in him, he wrote 
thus, Think of me mo otberriſt 
then you ſee: only I hope T have. ob» 
tained mercy to be faithful. 

e was. very curious in this to 
arrogate nothing .to himſelf 3 his 
great care was to put oft all trom. 
himſelf, and to attribute all to the 


free grace of God, as St, Pawls'ex- 


preſſion 
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prethion was, not I, but the grace of 
God in-me. So when he was car- 
ried out to'anyſpecial or eminent 
exerc:{c of grace, he would fill 
expreſs himſelf to this fort, T have 
received grace to do this or that 
duty, or to belicve this or that 
particular promiſe : And it was 
one of his familiar fayings, Ia ws 
remember to expect all from him, and 
aſcribe all to bims When he had 
Feard of the grace of God in others, 


he would rejoyce much in it, and 


in this he had a peculiar exccllencys 
he was never obſerved to envy the 
gifts or grace of any, but T&joyced 
exceedingly to hear of the graces 
of others, ard bleſſed the Lord for 
the grace beſtowed upon others 
as well as that which was given 


to himſelf; He loved Holincſs for 
Holineſs ſake, and therefore when 
hefaw itin any, he rejoyced 1n it 


as much as if it had been in him- 
fel, When he had heard of the 


grace of God beſtown upon ſome, 


be ſaid, bleſſed be the Lord for ow 
an 
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and ever, who are we that we ſhould 
be able to wM| any thing after this 
fort, the Lord keep- it in the purpoſe 
of or hearts for ever, and prepare our 
he:rts to bim. The great thing 
which he begged of God for him- 
{clf and his neareſt Relations, was 


that God would make uſe of him || 
and them ſome way to be ſervice- 


able to him whilſt they lived, and 
he ſaid, oze thing more have- T be 


of God and ſhall beg, that both me ane 


you and all that receive the benefit 
may look up and give God alone all 
the glory, Herein lay the per- 
fcction of hisgrace(and thatwherein 
hecame neareft to the holineſs of the 
Siints in heaven) that although 
he defired to be moſt ſerviceable 
and to be carried forth in the high- 
elt way of exerciſing grace,. yet 
when all was done, he defired nat 
that he might be eyed or looked 
upon the more, but his great de- 
fire was that all that was done by 
him might be ſeen to be. of God, 
and that he might be admired the 

| MOICs 


more. Writing to a near Relation, 
he had this paſſage, T pray that 


God will makg nſe of my ſelf and you 


inſuch a way, as that Ged alone may 
be ſeen and we not taken notice of at 
all, that-he may have the glory and 
we may ot be ſeem, It was fa 
mighty rejoycing to him toſee Re- 


 ligion honoured and to hearof any 


paſſage of providence that made for 
thecrediz orhoxowr ofReligion, When 


there was an old diſciple an ancient 


Chriſtian that had profeſſed Reli- 


-gion many years. dyed, and had 


held out in his profetlion to the end 
without any ftain upon his con- 
verſation, he ſeemed to be tran(- 
ported with an extraordinary, Joy, 
and could hardly ſpeak of it With- 
out tears, Ob (ſaid he) ſuch a one 
hath left no flain behind bim. 
He was conſtantly affeged with Thy great 
a great ſenſe of Gods diſpenſations Senſe he ' 
towards - the rn ; -: t _ —_ had of 
any figns of Gods diſpleaſure, an , 
the — of God ſeemed to nemo 
be approaching, or elſe the Hans thejLand, } - 
| ay 
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lay under Fadgments at the preſent; 
his manner ſiill was 'to humble 
himſelf in a more then ordinary 
matner, and to ftir up himſelf to 
pray with more fervency. | And 
he was wont to fay he-loved to 
lok above the Inſtraments, and the 
ſecond Cauſes, and to tranſatt all 
things between God and him; and 
to conſider what it was 'that God 
aimed at in every difpenſation. In 
the time of the late troubles 
he wrote fo a near Relation 
*to this cffke&, We had here 
©with us as loud Thunder as I re- 
© member ever tohave heard ; our 
© houſe in which Twas did ſhakerthe 
* Lightning alfo then was extraor- 
© dirary, ſuctr as I never fiw in 


call my life 3 I flood to behold 


« how it came forth at the breaking 
© of the Clouds, andI faw (and* {0 
*did many others with me that 
*out of the miditof the Eightning 
© there came forth divers times the 
© likeneſs of freſh burning ' coals 


- *of fire, fo redand ſparkling as any 


hot 
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© hot Iron can be when it is heated 
© to the utmoſt in the Smiths Forge. 
© Theſe Signs from heaven with the 
© Sword drawn out on earth a- 
* mong us, do (eem to ſpeak alowd 
* that our provocations are very 
*oreat ; Joyn with us to intreat the 
<Lcord for pardon and reformation : 
© Stir up your godly friends to do 
* the like, It may be the Lord will 
© hear and fpare, becauſe he warns, 
© ox it may be fuch fcekers may be 


©hid or marked out from the com- 


© mon deftruction,or if the outward 

© man periſh, ſure I am, the foal 

© thall find mercy that feeks the 

© Lord in truth, He will in no wile 
© caſt out ſuch a Soul. 

In another Letter he wrote thus, 

© at ſuch a time fell abundance of 


© rain, and the waters were ſo high 
 ©325 hath been. feldom'feen 3+ many 


© mens harveſt js. yet” behind, and 
© great loſs likely to enſue, our 
© heavenly - Father ſhakes the - rod 
*of Famine as he hath of the 


*Sword : Oh let us pray that, 
© race | 


- 
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© grace may turn all of us that are 
© his from our Iniquities. 

In another letter ſpeaking con- 
cerning -the troubles and publick 
diſtractions that were inthe lad, he 
expreſſed himſelf thus, © Methinks 


© the voice of theGoſpel conſidered. 


* with the uncertainty of all things 
* here below, doth-ſeem to put us 
*.moſi fcriouſly to reſolve upon the 


* ſetting of our affeQions on things 


* above; I hope it is our reſolution 
* with yours: But yet I think we 
*and you need more firmneſs in 're- 
* ſolution, elſe why ſhould our 
* wiſe heavenly Father hold us at 


*{uch uncertainties, if he did not 


* ſee this to be beſt for us. 
In another letter ſpeaking of 
the publick troubles, he had this 


expreſſion, I believe that one end of | 


our troubles may be to keep us np in 


8 fervent frame of praying, that we *\' 
may pray up our ſelves more and more « 
ito that heaven-like converſation in 


which the ancient Saints have been 
inabled to out-live their wroubles, and 


Jo 
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fo Ttruſt ſhall we. Thele few in- 
ſtances: (Camongſt many more that 
might be produced) are brought 
to ſhew how ſenſible he was of 
Gods diſpenſations towards the 
Land, and of publick Judgments,: 
and what his carriage was under 
them. ped fog | 
 Hewasaman of a ſound Fudg- 


a profeſſor of Religion for many 
| years, and lived in ſuch a time 
wherein ſo many opinions ſprang 
-up 3 he never cook up, much leſs 
was fond of any private, particular, 
or xovel opinion, but he always pre- 


| | | ferred the old Dzvinizy (as he call'd 


it) and liked that dodrine beſt 
which he knew to be held and 
maintained by the generality of 


| godly, ſober, and Orthodox Diviner. 
*|* Where he perceived any were led 


- alide into-any erroneous or corrupt 


.\, principle, by the ſubtilty of. Satam 


and their own weak Judgment 3 
he would pray- with great com- 
paſſion 


4 pn | 
ment,andmoſi table in the Faith,in- —_— 
£4 ſomuch, that though he had been Þ;..4 
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paſſion and tendernſs for their redw| 
cion and recovery : ,and herein he 
was veryeminent: inſtead of cenſns 
ring others,or quarrding with themY 
about their opinions, he did Con- 
ſeientionſly fet himſelf to pray for 
them, and as he had opportunity; 
would endeavour in the Spirit of 
meekneſ3; by fetting before ther 
the cleareſt and plaineft texts of 
Scripture that -were oppolite to 
their opinions, to inform them in 
the truth. And being fenfible 
how much the work of Chriſt was 
hindered by the falling away of 
many that had newly taken up the 
profeſhon of Religion, to vain o- 
pinions, his prayers ran much that 
way that the Lord would pleaſe 
to reduce wandring - Souls, and he 
would exhort others to do the like. 
Oh, (ſays he) let us be earneſt 
with our God to flabliſh is and ours | 
and all bis people in the truth of the 
Goſpel, 

His.Charity towards others was 
excceding exemplary where he: ſaw 

| any 
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any thing of Chriſt or fincerity 
though mixed with ſome errors in 
Judgment, and accompanied with 
other - infirmities, his Charity 


would paſs over thoſe defects, and 


imbrace that of the grace of God 
which he apprehended to be in 
them. He always loved to make 
the beſt conſtruction of the actions 
of others, and if the action of -an 
other could poffibly admit of a good 
interpretation he would be fure to 
conſtrue it in that ſenſe. It was a rule 
with him, zever to ſpeak, of the faults 
and failings of others behind their 
backs, except it were in theſe two 
caſes, either that it might ſome way 
or other tend to the perſons reformation, 
or elſe to warn others to take heed of 
fuch a one that might do them a 
miſchief. And as he laid a Law 
upon himſelf never to ſpeak of the 
failings of others for diſcourſe ſake, 
but only upon a weighty occaſion 
and for a good end, ſo he could 
not patiently endure tohear an evil 
report concerning others, and it 

| F 2 was 
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was the moſt unpleafing diſcourſe 

to him to hear the infirmities of 

others blazoned without a cauſe, 

He was moſi ready to diſtribute to 

the neceſlities of ſuch as were in 

want to his power, and many 

times beyond his power : His houſe 

was free and open at all times for 

the entertainment of godly Minz- 

fters, and other godly Perſons that. 

; came to viſit him he was a lover 
of Hoſpitality, and ſpent a great 
part of his eſtate that way. There 
were few weeks that paſſed wherein 

his houſe 'was-not a receptable to | 

lodge and entertain 'ſome godly 

perſon or other. And none was 

ever known to be more free, hearty | 
and ingenious in the entertainment 
and reſpe& which he gave to others, 
whether they were his familiar 
friends or ſtrangers, the love and 
courteſie. he ſhewed to others, it 
was truly ſuch as the Apoftle ſpeaks 
of, and requires to be in us, Love 
without diſſimulation. What he 

did in this way of friendſhip and-; 

= enter- 
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entertainment, it was with ſo much 


freedom]; chearfulnefs, and open- - 


neſs of heart as that all thoſe unto 
whom he ſhewed any kindneſs 
might eaſily perceive that what 
kindneſs he ſhewed it was done 


'with all his heart, and he ſeemd 


to rejoyce that he had an oppor» 
tunity of expreſſing kindneſs to 
them. He did Conſcienciouſly ſet 
apart ſome portion of his eſtate 
every year for Pjous uſes, lome pare 
of which he gave to godly Miniſters, 
another part he ſpent in an yearly 


- allowance that he afforded to fome 


young ſtudents at the Univerſity, 
and another part of it was given to 
ſuch as were poor and necetfitous,as 
providence gave occafion : befides 
this the doors of his houſe were a 
conſtant relief to the poor of the 
place where he lived, which were 
very numerous. 

In his dealings with men he was 
moſt exat and juft, he would ra- 
ther injure himſelf, and part with 
lis own right rather: then do the 


F 3 leaſt 
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What . ; : : | 
courſe he Plain to him of their diſſentions, and 


took in 
makingu 
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leaft wrong to any, When he 
d1ewnear his end, havingbeen in» 
crafted with the imployment of 
confiderable ſummes of money, 
that belonged to- ſeveral perſons, 
his great care was to diſpoſe of 
things ſo, and to put every thing 
into ſuch an exa&t method and or- 
der, as that every one might have 
his own, and none might receive 
the leaſt wrong or prejudice, and 
this he did to the general fatis- 
faction of all, wn 

When perſons came to cons- 


the breaches that were between 


hort them firſt of all to make their 
peace with God, and to labour to 
ſet all things right between God 
and them, and then he ſaid, God 
couid quickly turn the hearts of 
enemies and make them friends; 
and upon this occaſion he would 
often mind them of that Scripture, 
if a mans ways pleaſe the Lord, be | 
maketh bis Enemies to be at hoe 
wit 
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with bim, His integrity and up- 
rightneſs was ſuch, and he had the 
reputation of a man ſo unbyaſſed, 
and that would not be drawn to 
favour either party more then the 
juſtice and equity of the cauſe- did 
require, that both the diſſenting 
parties would refer. the matter to 
him, and the whole buſineſs was 
Jeft to his fingle determination, 
and what concluſion and agreement 
he brought things unto they were 
content. withal and did yeild to 
ſtand to it - And his manner was 
(when he came to make up differ- 
ences) oftentimes to begin with 
prayer : And being once called to 
make up a difference between ſome 
neatrelations,hemade a motion that 
they might firſt begin with prayer, 
before they entered upon the dif- 
courſe, .but this being refuſed, and 
one of the perſons therepreſent dif- 


covering; his unwillingneſs to im- 


brace that notion, he ſoon took 
his leave, and ſaid to a friend that 
came with him, Oh, we ſhall 
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be able to dono good in it.” And 
in making up of differences his 
care was not only to bring the 
diſſenting parties to terms of agrees | 
ment, but his endeavour. alſo was k 
fo make the perſons themſelves 
friends, and to remove any exa(- 
pcration or bitterneſs that was be- 
eween them, that ſo 'they might 
continue in love and amity for' 
the future 3 and he had a wonder- 
ful dexterity and ability to uſe. 
proper and fit arguments taken 
from the Laws of the Land on one 
hand, and from the Laws of God 
on the other,to preſs them to.come 
to terms of agreement ſuch was 
his Love of peace, and his delire to 
make peace between others, that | 
when it hath been a matter of coſt, 
and ſomething hath been to be paid 
by one of the parties for the ſatis- | 

. faction of the other, and the party 
that ſhould have paid the mony 
hath diſcovered his unwillingnefs 
"to pay it, rather then the breach 
ſhould not be made up,or the differ- | 

ence 
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ence remain between them, he hath 
paid the mony out of his own purſe. 
He had often times mony - put 


8 into his hands by godly perſons to 
| diſpoſe as he ſaw cauſe, 


and 
when ſome poor people { who were 
made acquainted with it.) would 
come to him for relief, he would be 


| ſure to give them ſome ſpiritualalms 


before he diſtributed thoſe corporal 
Alms that were committed to him, 
his manner was to be droppingſome 
holy counſel upon them, and to 
be acquainting them with the 
knowledg of Chriſt, and it there 
were any notorious or ſcandalous 


fin that they were guilty of, he 


would endeavour to make them 
ſenſible of it and to bring them to 
repentance for the fame. 

He was a great promoter, up- 
holder, and incourager of the meet- 
ings of the godly, aamely, ſych as 
were for prayer, holy pin v9: 
and ſuch as tended. meerly to ſþj- 
ritual edification. As for meetings 
to any other end 3 eſpecially ſuch 

F5 - wherein 
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wherein any profeſſing Religion 
did ingage themſelves about States 
off airs to ſptak and difcourſe about 
them (which he upon all occaſions 
would declare againſt, and ſay that 
private Chriftians had nothing to 
do with them) or ſuch meetings 
as were ſpent in talking and dif- 
courſing of opinions and contro- 
verted points, or thole whercin} 
the time was ſpent mcerly in a 
vain oftentation of mens own parts 
and guifts, and the ſpiritual good 
and edification of others not airmed 


at 3 he was an utter enemy to ſuch 


kind of meetings, & none was more 
averſe from them. This appeared 
by the caution which he uſed in 
{ctting down the Rules for the or- 
dering and: regulating of fuch 
Chriſtian meetings in which he 
would be preſent, When firſt he; 
began to ſet up this way of Chriſtian! 
Meetings in the. Town where he 


fended, fearing lett ſuch a meeting 
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p nong = be a-mieans. to'take.off per- 
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meetings: the Paper written with 


Private meetings of Chriſtians for 
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iogand. ſpreading of errors, . whichi 
were t00 rife at that time, and that 


of the. Publick- Miniſtry 3 hereupon 


and harmleſ(neſs of his intentions, 
and -the intention of thoſe that 
were with him, z drew up a paper 
toſhew what his ends were in thoſe 


his own hand was as follows, 


the glory of God, in-furthering 
the publick-Goſpcl- Ordinances 3 
ſhould be, 


Not in the'{time of publick ordi- 

Hancere 
'Nor to the hinderance of Family- 

Duties : al "om... 
Nur in places, nor with perſons of % 
' evil. Report. | . 
Nor tothe hinderaxce of mens par- 2] 

ticular Callings. | | 
Nor by night or ovher times ſuſpeci- 


ed. Nor 
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Nor for Controverſies of Diſputations. 


But for the clearing and ſetting 


| home of trmth received in the publick. 


Miniftry, and in clearing Caſes of 
Conſcience ariſing thereupon, or other- 
wiſe : Andin ſuch exhortations, ad- 
monitious, counſels, conſolatious, as 
conduce thereunuto, or ars otherwiſe 


In ſome convenient time of the day, 
for an bour or two at the moſt, aud 
once 71 a week, at the moſt, except in 
ſome urgent caſe. 


In ſome Family of good report, 


and among perſons of good report. 

Each one preſent having Liberty 
to ſpeak one by ene; to begin and 
end with prayer for a bleſſing. 


That the Miniſter of the place or 


ſome other approved Minifter be defired 
zo be preſent. | 


XY 


Then- preſently to depart each oxe 


#0 bis place and duty, and to walk 
ſutably, that the way of God be not | 


evil ſpoken of. 
| _. This 
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* Fhis Paper was enough to ſatis- 
fie all ingenious and unprejudiced 
perſons 3 and whereas it was fear- 
ed that theſe Meetings might have 
been an occalion for the ſpreading 
of Errors, the contrary effect was 
found, for by this means, the godly 
of that place where theſe meetings 
were held, were kept ſiedfaſt inthe 
Faith. And this aroſe much from 
the wiſdom which God had endow. 
ed Mr. Rowe withal 3 for his pru- 
dence was ſuch in managing of 
thoſe meetings, as that the time 
which they ſpent together in them, 
was taken up, for the moſt part 
(<xcepting only what time was 
ſpent in prayer) in diſcourſfing of 
ſome main Article of Religion, or 
ſome Catecheticall point. And by 
this means,. the Chriflians of that 
place were ſo rootcd and grounded 
in the Faith, as that they were not 
ſo ſoon ſhaken by temptations, as 
many others were in other parts of 
the Naiion, who had not the prin- 
ciples of Religion ſo much diſtilled 
| into 
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into them, nor rendred fo . familiar 


tothem. 
To all that which hath been 


already (aid, this is.to be added, as 


on of the tha: which did moſt of all com- 


graces of mend and ſet forth the Grace of God 
the Spirit 
In him, 


in him and towards him. He did 
not only attain an eminency in this 
or that grace, or fome f:w par- 
ticular Graces, but he. arrived to 


| a great eminency in every grace, ſo 


that as there was no. grace but it 
was Very viſible, and might be clear- 


Ty fee and diſcerned to be in him, 
ſo there was not one of theſe -gra- 


ces but he ſeemed to excel therein, 


- Holy affe&ion and a ſpiritmal fervor 


In prayer and other a&s of worſhip, 
zeal for the glory of God, faith, 
buwility, meekneſs, patience, ſub- 
miſſion to the will of God, heavenly- 


 mindedneſs, charity and compaſſion 
to others, and the like graces, were 


not cnly to be found in him, as 
they are more or lefs to be found in 
all the Saints, but they ' were cle- 


vated to a greater height, and 


brought 


nency in every grace as that 1t was 


| let us work the faſter, and watch and 


brought up toa greater and more 
peculiar eminency - that 1s com- 
monly found- in - moſt Chriſtians, 
and there was ſuch a ſpecial emt- 


hard to ſay which grace it was that 
he moſt excelled 1n, = 

Having thus walked wich God -_ os 
many years, he kept his integrity more ſraix- 
to the end;zand that which was moit in his ages 
remarkable, in his elder years, he 
ſeemed to excel himſelf ; he did not 
only ret ain the luſtre of his former 
graces, but he grew more ſpiritual, 
and was more ative and /ively 1n 
the ways of God : he ſpent more 
time 1n Prayer, meditation, and 0- 
ther holy exerciſes, he was more 
abundant in holy counſells and ex- 
bortations., And this was one of 
his ſpeeches, Since our time #8 ſhort, 


pray tbe more fervently : Bleſſed is be b. 
that watcheth aud keepeth bis gar- 1 
ments, He ſeemed to mind Jitle = 
clle but ſpiritual .concernments 3 
grace {cemed to have the whole com- 
mand 
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mand of him. Being asked by one 
of his Relations, that whereas: in 
his younger years he ſeemed tb be - 
more inclined to paſſion and per- 
turbatidh, and: was ſooner moved 
when thoſe that were under him 
had not given him due obſervance, 
and done things according to his - 
mind and expedQation, how it came 
to paſs that now in his elder years 
he was more meek and patient, and 
ſeemed to be little moved-at any 
thing 3 he anſwered, it was not 
becaufe he found not the ſame 
things 1n his nature fiill: and that 
he found himſelf more inclined to 
paſſion then before 3 but that "the 
grace of God had now overcome 
and overpowred him, and reduced 
him to the temper that he was 
IN. 

He had a lohg and a-conſtant 
remembrance of his change before 
it came; And hereinhe was molt like 


the antient ſaints,he accounted him- 
his change {elf but a Pilgrim and Stranger upon 


Earth, Several years betore hits 
| death 
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death,there was ſcarce a Letter that 
he wrote to ſome of his neareſt Re- 
lations, but he expreſſed the ſenſe 
he had of his .approaching change. 
In one of his Letters he exprefled 
himſelf thus, our time of departure 
hence draweth neer : Oh pray for us 
as we deſire to do for you, that we may 
be fonnd 'blameleſs at that day. In 
annther letter (after he had been 
fick) he faid, Pray. for me that P 
may noi be taken hence unready, nor 
yet my life be longer deſired then all 
Gods workin me, and by me be dontee 
A year or two before his death he 


rejoyced much to think that fo 


much of his race was run 3 and ex- 
prefſed himfelf to this purpoſe, that 
he would not for a great deal be 
ſet back, and have thoſe years to 
live again, that he had already paſ- 
ſed over. Some five or ftx weeks 
before his Jaft ſickneſs whereof he 


| died, he thus expreſſed himſelf, I 


am old (as Haack (aid) and know not 
the day of my death, pray for me #hat 
Imaybefaithful to the death: 

| About 
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His lat About the begining of De- 


Sickneſs. cember 1659. he fell fick of a lin- 
oring diſtemper, which continued 
upon him for the ſpace of zex weeks, 
before the Lord was pleaſed to put 
a period to his race. EY 

The Tj. 1 the beginning of his ſickneſs 

mation he he had ſome intimation trom the 

| had con- Lord$concerning his change : and 
cerning ag there was no eminent thing that 
his Change befell him in his courſe, but he had 


uſually ſome hint before from the 


Lord concerning it 3 So the Lord 


the better to prepare him for it, had' 


fafined the impreſſzon of his change 
upon-him before it came ;: Whien 
the Minifter of the place where he 
lived came to viſit him, and faid 
he hoped he might recover, he re- 
plicd, be knew not how God might 
deal with him, but he bad received 
the ſentence of death in himſelf. A 
lictle after the beginning of his 
ſicknefs, he wrote to ſome of his 
near Relations, Beloved z# the Lord, 
I am yet thorough mercy alive; and 
continne ſick; my God dealeth bounti- 
ARTE | tifully 
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fully with me: who do achnowledge 
. from my bears that IT am a chief of 
ſinners, yet hath he pardoned me, 
and will (ere long) receive me to be 
with Chriſt, which is heſt of all: 
Pray for me that I may give God bis 
due glory by believing, and by boly 
ſubmiſſion and conformity to his will 
in life and death : Bleſſed be God I 
have in my weak, meaſure ſet my bouſe 
in order. &C_ | 

As long as ever he was able, he His un-- 
continued praying with his family, wearied- | 
and ſpeaking to them ſomething 2<&in the 
out of the wordz and when he , to 
found. his ſpirits ſo low, and fo thelaſts 
much ſpent, that he was not able _. 
todo as much as he had done for- 
merly, he ſaid it was thegrief of bis 
Soul that be could do #0 more for 
them. GEE 

His whole carriage during - his _ Y 
fickneſs, and at his death, it was — | 
ſuicable to hislife, as he had lived PLUM 
exemplarily, (o he died exemplarily. geath. :; ©: 
The whole of his: carriage at his C. 
death was, as one(( who was ,aneye 

| witnels 
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witheſs of it, and was. a judicious 
perſon) xpreſſcd it, asif it had been 
a ſtudied peece, his great care was 
that grace might be ſeen toa& him 
at his death, as his chief care had. 
been fo expres it in his Life, He. 
was naturally a man of a #imerous 
and fearful Spirit, but when he - 
came to die, the grace of God had 
ſo elevated him above his natural 
temper : that he was not-.only wil- 
ling todie, but he triumphed over 
death, and was no more concerned 
about it, then only; that grace 
might act him at his death, as it 
had done in his life, He dclighted 
not to ſpeak much in the time of 
his ſickneſs 3 but for the moſi part 
his time was taken up in a conts- 
#ued Meditation, yet fomething he 
ſpake to all that came to viſit him, 
and that which he ſpake, it was 
uſually comprized in ſome ſhort 
ſentence or other. His moſt uſual 
word to all that came to him was 


and Coun- this, make ſure of Chriſt, remember 


that one neceſſary thing. At one 
time 
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Mr. -John Rowe. 
time when ſome of the younger 


ſort were come about him, he ſaid, 
. make ſure of Chriſt; aud for incourage- 


ment, T tell you that Religion is no 


| vainthing, it is #0 notion, it is a re- 


ality, I tell you ſo from mine own ex+- 


perience. Another time perceiving 


ſont young ones to be talking one 


- to another in a familiar manner, 


he ſaid, he kyew not what they were 
talking . abont, but commended their 
love, only they ſhould be ſure to ſpeak. 


ſemething for the edifying one of an- 


other, aud they fhould bave their 
ſpeech ſeaſoned with the ſalt of the 
word, forthe Lord he bearkned and 
heard, and there was a Book of re- 
membrance written for them that 
feared bim and thought upon his 
Hame. At another time when 
there was a perſon of Quality came 
to vifit him, he ſaid, hold on as 
you have begun, make ſure of Chrift, 
if T bad as much gold as would reach 
#þ to the sþy, it would do me no good 
my intereſt in Chrift is all my happi- 
meſs, Another time his wife and 
| children 
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_ children coming about him, he 
ſaid, Thope you have made choice of 
Chriſt; and he exhorted them' to 
cleave to him, withall he added, they 
ſhould be diligent iz the wfe of all 
the means, but when all was doxe, 
they ſhould be ſure to depend upon 
Chrift ; and he added farther, take 
beed of the world, for that is your 
greateſt Enemy T have fonnd it to 'be 
ſo, And to his children in par- 
ticular, he ſaid, deny your ſelves, 
fnful-ſelf , ſelf-pleaſure, and ſelf- 
profit, and the delights of the world; 
and ſech your All in Chrift, and in 
bim yow ſhall find All-ſafficiency, 
When ſome good people (who 
were wont to meet together to 
pray, and to build up one another 
in the ways of God) came to viſit 
him, heſaid, continue in prayer, 
bold on, T am confident it is the way 
of God you arein. To the Miniſter 
of the place that came to viſit him 
often in his ſickneſs, he aid, Preach 
to win ſouls, let all your preaching 
be to win ſouls, And to his own 
Son, 
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Son, a little before his death, he 


wrote to this' purpoſe, my Son, 
fake beed to the Miniſtry that thou 
haft received in the Lord that thou 


falfil it, this will tend to the glory 


of God, the good of ſouls, and to thine 
account in the day of Chriſt, the great 
Shepherd of the ſheep. During the 
time of his fickneſs, ſome of his 
Chriſtian friends kept a Faſt for 
him, as alſo in relation to publick 
concernments,and ſome being going 


from him to that exerciſe, he faid, 


Pray for me,” but eſpecially for the 
Church of God. © 


All the time of his fickyeſs he had +, . 
not the leaſt cloud upon his Spirit, warg 
neither was Satan permitted in Peace and 


the leaſt to diſturb his peace , when fPiritual 
Oomforts 

hich he 

ad in his 


a Miniſter that came to viſit him, : 
 asked him whether he had any þ 
temptations, he anſwered, No, Sickneſs, | 


bleſſed be the Lord he had xoxe, fo 
that although, all his life time, he 
had been full of conflicts, yet when 
he camie to die he. had the moſt 
perfe& ſerenity ; after he had _ 
oP IC 


, 
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fick ſome weeks, he wrote thus: to 
a near-Relation, I yet live thorough 
mercy, and do continue weak; but 
God dealeth very gently with me; For, 
my outward affiiiions are tolerable, 
and bis Inward conſolations are full 
. of grace and heavenly ſweetneſs, Thele 
comforts abode and continued with 
him to the very laſt, for at ſeveral 
times in his ſickneſs, and the ſame 
day that he died he was heard to |} 
ſay, behath left with me the Com. 

forter : and when, about an hour 
before he died, his natural Spirits 
being almoſt ſpent, he brake forth 
into this expreliion, -my_ grief is 
great, one of his Relations ſtand= | 
ing by, ſaid to him, you- do; not' 

meanin reſpe& of your ſpiritzal: 

eftate; Mr. Rowe replied with ' a 
little ſeeming diſpleaſure, No, no, be 
bath, and doth,” and will ſupport by. 
bis eternal Spirit. Thus the Lord 
was pleaſed to anſwer him in that 
which had been his great: 


deſire for along time, which was, © 


that his Faith might not fail, and. 
fe that 
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that he might be. kept -up in the 
Fajithto ;the lack, The, night be- 
fare he died, he had this.expreſſion, 

T have waited upon God for my ſalva- 
tion, and bleſſed be God, IT ſhall not 
be diſappointed. 


>» a. 


ww 


death; ., He, was much, in the ac- 
| knowledgment of his own aothing- 
I zeſ-and vileneſs;and much in magni- 
fying the freegrace &. mercy of God 
towards him, The Miniſter. that 
preached. at, his. Funeral 1 had his 
paſſage, concerning him. He was 
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looking-on all that-he had done as 
nothing, as droſ5 ard dung, in com- 


when, his wife came. 10. him and 
(aid, the prayed. that ſhe might 


Chriſt, follow Ch; bath given 
| an example : Bleſſed be God. far. 
i] Friends, but bleſſed be God for Feſus 

Chriſt who hath. [aved wi from. wrath 
nm His 
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As his manner was in his life His Con- 
time, . {9 it, was obſerved by thoſe ſtancy in .. 
that were. moſt -about+ him. at his ſclf-denial 
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- much jn ſelf-denial even.to the laſt, 
parilon. of... Chriſt. ;. At . one. time 


llow'bis ſteps:  hereplicd, Follow . '-. 
follons.bis 2 : dere » Follow 
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- His great defixe was to be per- 
fedtly reſigned up to the will of God, 
and therefore his great requeſt to 
his friends when they came to viſit 
him was this, Pray me »p into the 
will of Gadz and to ſome of his near: 


Relations during the time of his 
 ficknels he wrote thus, Pray for me 


and your ſelves, that we may' be 
taught and made able by the' Spirit of 
Chriſt in us, to reſign and conform to 
cur Fathers good will, that when Gods 
time is come, I may depart in peace 
zntothat longed for everlaſting Reſt, 
which the Lord Jeſus hath” purchaſed 
for me, and to which he will bring 
meieven ſo Amen. And in another 
letter he wrote thus, I defire your 
prayers for me whilſt I live, that T 
may abide ſtedfaft in-thi F aith of the 


. Lord Feſus,” whiſe | T am, and by 


whom alone T6xpef ſaluation, and 


His Solilo* that I may byPaith in tht Lord Feſur, 


have ou from him, by his Spirit, 
to ſubmit and conforms to his will both- 
in life and death. Tn the time of 
his ficknes he was full of holy ea- 

- . Cnlations 


calations and. Soliloquies z He. had 
often that paſſage of Hezekiah, Lam 
oppreſſed, Lord undertake for me- 
And that paſſage of David, in: the 
mnltitude of my thoughts within me 
thy comforts delight my Soul : He 
would often caule the 16. Pſalm, 
and the 26. of 1/azzb, the fix-tirft 


. verſes;to be read to himz and ſpeak- 


ing to himſelf alone ,- he would 
often repeat theſe words, Iſa. 12. 2.. 
The Lord Fehovah is my. Strength 
and my Song, he alſo is become my- 
ſalvation. Sometimes he would ſay 
Come Lord Feſus,and then he would 
anſwer himſelf, Tea, be doth come, 
he comes leaping over the Mountains, 


3: ard Shipping over the Hills. 


- The great thing which comfort- 
ed him, was, to think, he: ſhould be 
immediately with the Lord.as {oon as 


| hisrace was at an end, When a 


Chriſtian friend -that came to vitit 
him, uſed ſuch an expreſſion, tn dif- 
courſe, as this, that the Bodies of t'e 


' Saints ſhould reſt in their Graves, as 
in 4 bed of Down : Tea,bnt (lays he) 
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this day thou ſhalt be with me 
Paradiſe : Intimating thus much, 
that thqugh it were matter” of joy 
to him, 'to think that his body 
ſhould reſt in Peace until the ge- . 
neral ReſurreQion 3 yet his greateft 
comfort lay in. this, to think that 
at the inſtant of diſſolution, his foul 
ſhould go to the 3mmediate fight of 
God, This appeared in the many 
ardent breathings, which he had 1n 
ſuch expreſſions as theſe, Come Lord 


 Feſus 3 Oh how doth my ſoul thirſt ||. 


for God : And again he would 
ay, Go forth my ſoul t0 meet thy 
God. | | | 


He was not only willing to die,but 
he longed to be diſſolved, and to bt 
with Chriſt, The laſt Sabbath bur 
one before his death, he (aid, Oh 
what a bleſſed Sabbath would this be, 
if this might be my entrance int» my 
everlaſting Sabbath. At another 
time he ſaid, JYVhy ſhould we not be 
willing to die, Chriſt came from 
-beaven to earth, to free us from fin and 
miſery, and why ſhould not we be 
_ willing 
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